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Artist Statement

Long before the Internet
was invented, or
telephones and radios were
used, fire departments
used the telegraph to
communicate information
with the once-familiar red
fire alarm boxes. These
boxes stood on practically
every city street corner
of America. The alarm
gongs, using special codes,
sounded the locations of
emergencies throughout
the history of our growing
country. The very first
fire alarm telegraph
was recorded in Boston
Massachusetts April 26,
1852.
When a firefighter was
killed, or “fell”, in the line of
duty, the fire alarm office
would tap out a special
signal. This came to be
called the “Tolling of the Bell” and was broadcast over the telegraph fire alarm circuits
to all station houses in the vicinity. This was done for the purpose of notification, and
as a sign of honor and respect for all firefighters who had made the ultimate sacrifice
in service to their communities. Such symbolism has been a time-honored fire service
tradition and is repeated at each service of a fallen firefighter by The Honor Guard.
This Firefighter Spirit Entry is a bronze sculpture titled “Tolling of the Bell” by retired
firefighter/sculptor John Banks. The firefighter’s helmet and pick head are the most
identifying objects of the fire service. The bell completes this sculptural composition as
a worthy tribute to fallen firefighters everywhere.

Artist Statement

A lone fireman reaches to
save two people he has
never met from a raging
inferno. Despite his
equipment and training,
he knows that his effort is
dangerous and one wrong
move could end in the loss
of life. The fireman, with
a deep sense of purpose,
pushes on with the effort
regardless.
Selfless is a sculpture which
celebrates the bravery and
sacrifice of our heroes in the
fire
rescue
community.
Artist
Statement

Artist Statement

By using public art as a vehicle for expressing contemporary
issues concerning communication I see the concept for
my work becoming more relevant every day. Through the
radiating spokes of my abstracted satellite forms I hope
to activate the visual landscape and engage the viewers’
curiosities.
As I think about what it means to dedicate your life to
serve others, I see that not everyone has what it takes to
be a firefighter. Through the abstract form of “Fighters Will”,
it is my intention to bring awareness to the bravery and
sacrifices that the men and woman of service have endured
to make our world a better place.

Nathan Pierce
Cape Girardeau, MO

The wheel in this design should serve as a visual metaphor for those who have been
injured to protect us.
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Artist Statement

My sculpture The
Ultimate Truth gets its
name from the belief
that “we do not see
things the way they are;
we see them the way
we are.” People see and
experience life through
their own mind and
senses and from their
own unique perspective
and awareness level.
Life and the world do
not change, but our
perspective of it can.
The sculpture
represents a drop of
water, both in a solid
form and its many parts.
Over 400 rings are welded together to make it one object and many at the same time.
Looking at and through this form combines its elemental feel with the surroundings. It
can inspire the viewer to think more about the intangible world by changing his or her
perspective of it. Water has always represented life, and this is my way to connecting
life with the world around us.
Firefighters have the ability to look at life from many angles. They can see a certain
situation and immediately determine the correct course of action. They help to keep
the balance in an otherwise chaotic world. Whether they know it or not, they know
the ultimate truth about life and can see the world from any necessary perspective.
They can work as one or as a whole to ensure the safety of a community. They know
they cannot control life, but they can dedicate themselves to protecting it. All of these
qualities are expressed in the sculpture The Ultimate Truth. The sculpture connects the
natural environment with the life we live; the life that we want and need to protect.

