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Challenges, Priorities
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Almost a year ago, I was elected as Mayor of Blue Springs with
an important citizen directive. That directive was to raise the bar
for this great City – the bar of organizational performance, enhanced long-term planning, and to help foster an environment
where elected leaders and staff can continually work together
for the overall betterment of our community.
Since that time, both City staff and the members of our City Council have worked diligently to pursue various projects and initiatives that our citizens have designated as highpriority and critical to the continued growth and development of our community.
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About the Cover:
Spring 2009 cover photo taken by
Judy Qualkinbush. Captured from
left to right are Carson Ross,
Mayor of Blue Springs, Missouri
and Dr. Bryan Foster, Provost of the
University of Missouri

Dr. Foster was the guest speaker at
the Blue Springs Economic Development Corporation’s Quarterly
Luncheon. Mayor Ross and Dr.
Foster are pictured celebrating the
“momentum of innovation” which
describes the current work around
the Missouri Innovation Park at
Blue Springs.
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Message from the Mayor...

As we are entering into a new season in 2009, we can see how things are constantly changing in our national economy, our American government and even in our local community
here in Blue Springs. These times have proven to be challenging not only for Blue Springs,
but also for a number of communities and local governments all over the nation.
As your Mayor, I can assure citizens that the City has not only prepared for such challenges,
but continues to engage in anticipatory planning for the future and things yet to come.
While the financial market is changing, citizens can be confident in knowing that your local
city government is working for you. Our main goal has always been and will continue to be
focused on maintaining the level of basic city services that our citizens need and expect.
Recently, the City issued its annual citizen survey to random households throughout the
community. This important citizen feedback tool is extremely valuable as it allows citizens
to evaluate the programs and services provided by the City. The City then utilizes this
information in all future organizational planning efforts as it develops strategies that will
continue to strengthen and enhance such services.
For those of you who have received and responded to the survey, we thank you for your continued support and cooperation in making Blue Springs a better city. If you have received
the survey, and have not yet responded, I encourage you to take the time to complete this
important document. We would really like to hear from you.
Finally, in this issue of the Blue Springs Magazine, we’ll uncover how even in the most challenging times, a single spark of innovation and motivation among city leaders can create
exciting new opportunities for an entire community. The next page features Dr. Bryan Foster, Provost of the University of Missouri and the momentum he is helping to create with
the Missouri Innovation Park at Blue Springs.
We’ll also look at a number of annual city services and community improvement projects
currently underway, including the 2009 Street Overlay Program, the Council-approved
Bike and Pedestrian Trails project and the return of the City’s revamped Adopt-A-Street
program.
As always, I encourage you to continue sharing this timely news magazine and spreading
the word about what’s good and going on in the City of Blue Springs.
Gratefully in your service,
Carson Ross, Mayor

MU Anchors Science, Technology Park
by Bryan Foster, Provost University of Missouri

W

e at the University of Missouri in Columbia are excit- er education, which leads me to my second point. Three of these
ed about being the anchor tenant of the new Missouri strengths align extraordinarily well with key industrial clusters in
Innovation Park. We look forward to partnering with the greater Kansas City area and, we expect, with the tenants of
the City of Blue Springs, the Blue Springs Economic Develop- the Missouri Innovation Park:
ment Corporation, area corporations, the University of Missouri• City
One Health,
One Medicine: the Convergence of Human
Blue
Springs
Council
Kansas City and other universities. Not only do we bring
imporand
Animal
Health
tant assets to the Park, but our participation also benefits MU’s
research, graduate education and other core programs. The match • Food for the Future
of our strengths with those of the Kansas City area is remarkable, • Sustainable Energy (especially nuclear and bio-energy)
and I’d like to address them in three parts.
Thirdly, establishing the Mizzou Innovation Center at the Park
First, Mizzou brings the stature and recognition of a world-class will allow us to concentrate on five types of activities:
university to the Missouri Innovation Park. With $248 million in
research expenditures each year, MU is Missouri’s leading public • Mizzou will conduct excellent research, the basis of much of
research university. Also important are MU’s internationally recour contribution to the Missouri Innovation Park. Our reognized graduate programs, which supply high-level scientists,
search will focus on basic science that lays the foundation for
engineers and other research professionals. These doctoral stunew and creative applications, joint projects with corporate
dents and post-doctoral trainees are a key part of the scientific lapartners (tenants of the Park) and the development of intelbor force at the university, doing work that is a critical component
lectual property that can be commercialized.
of their education (much as a residency is part of a physician’s
• Effective commercialization of this intellectual property will
training).
be a key function at the Mizzou Innovation Center.
There are many strong affirmations of the quality and impact of
MU’s programs. Perhaps the most impressive is our membership • Education programs that prepare an outstanding workforce
in key areas are central to MU’s economic development efin the Association of American Universities (AAU), a group of
forts. One critical contribution will be in providing highly
the most prominent and respected research universities in the
skilled doctoral students to work in the labs of tenants in the
U.S. and Canada. MU is one of only 32 public universities invited
Park (and become employees later). Continuing education
to join the AAU and has been a member for 100 years.
and other activities that boost the skills of the local workforce
One of the most significant ways MU serves Missouri is in supis another major contribution.
porting economic development. With a $1.75 billion budget,
MU is one of the largest enterprises in the state and has a cor- • MU will help recruit firms for the Park by tapping our alumni
respondingly powerful economic impact. Mizzou also is a large
networks and by using MU’s strategic assets as incentives.
enterprise in its creation and commercialization of “intellectual
property,” academic language for bringing inventions to market • And finally, the Mizzou Innovation Center will use the
power of MU Extension programs and expertise to provide
or “tech transfer.” MU currently manages more than 600 issued
small business support and to enhance the quality of life in
and pending patents, and tech transfer has brought the univerthe Blue Springs area.
sity about $50 million in revenues. In addition, MU provides a
high-quality workforce and conducts collaborative research with
corporate partners (a key part of their tech transfer operations). In short, MU is a world-class university that brings major assets
And finally, MU works with economic development agencies to to the Missouri Innovation Park. The university’s attractiveness
lies in several pre-eminent programs in areas that match well
recruit, retain and grow firms in Missouri.
with the future tenants of the Missouri Innovation Park and,
Recently, we identified MU’s most competitive strategic advan- more broadly, with the industrial clusters of the greater Kansas
tages that position us uniquely in the world of research and high- City area.
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Get moving this Spring on
City paths and trails!

I

n 1992, the City began its planning efforts to complete a
combined bike route and trail plan for Blue Springs. Supported by the Out of the Blue into the Future Visioning
Plan of 1998 and a number of subsequent annual Citizen Survey Reports, the plan identified the potential for 24.5 miles of
bike routes and 29.1 miles of trails throughout the City.

In 2000, the City received a bike/trail grant from the MidAmerica Regional Council (MARC) for a little more than
$500,000. The City Council then matched the grant with
$500,000 in designated funds, making total funding the project more than $1 million.
After more than 10 years of plan development and complex
decision making, the vision for the Bike and Pedestrian Trail
project has come to fruition, as it was approved by the City
Council in early February of this year. The additions that have
been funded, and soon to be under construction, will include
19.3 miles of bike routes and 3.12 miles of off-street multi-use
trails.

Parks & Public Works

Designated bike routes will be developed on Missouri 7 Hwy,
US 40 Hwy, and specific sections of Duncan Road, Woods
Chapel Road, R.D. Mize Road, Moreland School Road, 19th
Street, Mock Street, Jefferson Street, and Quarry Road. The
trail segments will include a new trail in Gregory O. Grounds
Park, approximately 1.5 miles, starting at the Jefferson Street
trail heading north to the Duncan Road trail.
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Parks and Recreation Director Roscoe Righter says, “The new
trail at Grounds Park will enable residents additional access
to the lake and park, providing another entry point to the
dog park, and a proposed fishing dock.” The Department has
expressed plans to open the lake to personal, non-motorized
boats when the trail is completed and opened for public access.

The approved
bikes and trails
project will make
connections
and extend bike
routes in several
areas around the
City. The entire
length of Missouri 7 Hwy will
be a “share the
road” bike route
connecting several other bike routes and locations that intersect from the east
or west. US 40 Hwy will run the width of the City from east
to west and be a “share the road” route, intersecting with routes
running north and south. Designated bike routes will also be
constructed along Moreland School Road, 19th Street west to
Liggett Road, Duncan Road and Woods Chapel Roads, and
along Jefferson Street.
The Parks and Recreation Department is providing enclosed,
weather-proof bike lockers for public use at the following
three Kansas City Area Transportation Authority (KCATA)
commuter parking lots: North Missouri 7 Hwy lot, Woods
Chapel Road & I-70 lot, and the White Oak lot on south
Missouri 7 Hwy. Individuals can rent the locker for $60.00 a
year, ride their bike from home, catch the bus, and ride their
bike home at the end of the day -- never having to drive their
personal motor vehicle!
So get on your hiking shoes or get out the bike and see some of
Blue Springs from a new perspective; one that is fun, healthy,
and environmentally friendly. For more information or to
view the entire Bike and Pedestrian Trail Project presentation
go to www.bluespringsgov.com/trails.

Adopt-A-Street Returns

O

ne of the services provided by
the Blue Springs Public Works
Department is a street sweeping
service. This ongoing service removes
debris and sediment from the road surface prior to rain water washing into the
areas watershed. Another very important program that requires a volunteer
base to accomplish this is the City’s
Adopt-A-Street Program.
Streets requiring adoption generally include those filled with trash and debris
that is collected by wind or unfortu-

nately, littering and dumping. The areas are either undeveloped, reside near
large roadways and intersections that do
not receive regular pedestrian traffic, or
empty fields that separate homes from
schools, businesses or undeveloped land.

adopting these streets are usually larger
and require a good plan and a full day’s
work to get the job accomplished.

Oftentimes, street clean up generates
just a small number of bags of trash each
time the area is cleaned. Other streets,
like those at Pink Hill Road and Wyatt
Road can generate over 50 bags, including items like broken appliances. Groups

A list of adopted streets and those in
need of adoption can be viewed on the
City’s website at www.bluespringsgov.
com/cleanstreet. For more information
or to sign up, call Kyle Gordanier at
(816) 228-0195.

This year, groups choosing to adopt a
section of roadway will participate in
an organized litter collection on or near
Earth Day on April 22nd. Earth Day
is a celebration of our most important
natural resources. Look for additional
information about this city-wide collection event to come in the near future.

Adopting a street is easy and is open
to all individuals and groups in Blue
Springs. To keep the program manageable, a minimum of 6 blocks must be adopted. The City keeps track of the level
of activity for each group as they contact
Public Works to inform staff of a trash
pick up. Staff are responsible for the
trash removal once your group has completed its clean up. Trash bags and safety
vests are also supplied for the events.

Improving Streets for Citizens’ Safety

N

ow that Spring has arrived, many residents are planning
outdoor projects to renew their home and landscaping.
It is much the same with the City. The 2009 Overlay
Project is set to begin in early April, depending on the weather.
This is the second year of the City’s enhanced street maintenance initiative.
In 2008 the Blue Springs City Council allocated $2.5 million
for an expanded street maintenance program.
The program concentrates on street rehabilitation, the overlaying of selected streets, which includes the removal of the top
two inches of asphalt from the roadway surface and replacing it
with new asphalt. The overlay provides a smooth driving surface and adds integrity to the structure of the road.
In prior years, our street maintenance program for residential
streets consisted primarily of slurry seal application and asphalt
patching. In comparison, a slurry seal is comparable to painting
a house and an overlay is like installing all new siding.
Major collector streets were the recipients of what little overlay
was done and, consequently, residential roadways suffered. The
new program provides the funds to address both areas of need.
The City Council has made a strong commitment to this program, which includes residential as well as major collector streets
and will be spread throughout the three Council districts.
In 2008, the first year of the five-year program, over 20 miles
of streets were overlayed. This year the City hopes to renew at
least 15 miles. The selection of streets is not driven entirely by
the volume of traffic, but is also based on the age and condition
of the roadway.
The cost of asphalt, which fluctuates throughout the project,
will determine the final number of miles that will be completed
in 2009.
The project will begin this Spring and will be completed during
the Summer months. Residents will be notified by flyer before
construction begins on their street.
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Police Substation,
New Office Hours

T

he Blue Springs Police Department’s (BSPD)
Crime Prevention Unit expanded both its’ personnel and its’ programs in 2008 – and the trend
continues in 2009 with increased use of the department’s
satellite office at 1620 Meadow Ridge Drive in the Villas
of Autumn Bend.
A BSPD crime prevention officer is now available for
community questions, concerns or group training, and will
be available every Thursday evening from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. Additional times may be scheduled by contacting the
Crime Prevention Unit. Captain Anthony Modrell, commander of C.Y.O.U. said, “This is a great opportunity for
our residents to obtain services right in their own neighborhood.”

Public Works & Police

Roadwork Ahead:

The Crime Prevention function, under the guidance of
Sergeant Allen Kintz and Officer Doug Heishman, will
offer future discussions featuring such topics as “How to
protect yourself and your property,” “I.D. Theft Prevention,” and “Identifying Drug Activity.” Free brochures
will be available for your information on personal safety,
property protection and ensuring child safety.
Crime Prevention Officers can provide bicycle registration
materials at the satellite locations to help you locate your
property should it ever be stolen, as well as engrave identifying information on items such as I-Pod’s, GPS units,
or other valuables.
The office will be active, with the BSPD Citizen Academy
Alumni group, Volunteers in Policing Service (VIPS), and
Neighborhood Watch groups utilizing the facility. In addition, on-duty patrol officers will have access to the location for meetings, timely interviews or training as needed.
The facility is graciously provided to BSPD by the Villas of Autumn Bend as part of our on-going community
partnership and the Crime-Free initiative. The Villas of
Autumn Bend are owned by Dalmark Development, LLC
through Mr. Jim Nichols, and overseen by Manager Paige
Suits.
The Villas of Autumn Bend are currently in the first stage
of training with BSPD to become an active Crime-Free
certified community. The Blue Springs Crime-Free initiative focuses on active management processes from the
application process, daily security improvement, lease
adherence and crime prevention activities to ensure the
neighborhood has a high quality of life.
For more information about the efforts of the Blue Springs
Police Crime Prevention Unit, contact Sergeant Allen
Kintz at (816) 228-0178.
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Building a Better Blue Springs

City Sees Positive Response to Pilot Minor Home Repair Program

W

hen citizens expressed their concerns about the enforcement of city codes and ordinances, the City
responded. In August 2008, the Mayor and City
Council approved Ordinance No. 4176, amending the Blue
Springs Code of Ordinances by adding the new Property Maintenance requirements, including the one-year
pilot Minor Home Repair
Program (MHRP).

The MHRP accepted applications from November 3, 2008
through January 30, 2009. A total of 15 applications were
received during this period. Requests for assistance include
driveway, roof, exterior stairs, gutters and window repairs.

Upon its approval, City Council has
set aside $75,000 for the MHRP, with
each eligible property able to access up
to $5,000.

The City Council will consider folding this one-year, city-funded pilot
program into the annual Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding process for this upcoming fiscal year. This would be
included in the development of the 2009-2010 CDBG Annual Action Plan, beginning with public discussion at one or
both of the City Council meetings in May.

The MHRP was designed with the desire to offer a program to primarily assist homeowners who do not have the
financial means to respond to Property
Maintenance Code violations that may
exist at their single-family, residential
property. The PMC and MHRP took
effect on November 3, 2008.

Community Development

The emphasis of the pilot program was centered on neighborhood conservation, with only minor exterior home repairs being eligible. Through this community betterment program, the
City hopes to encourage a high level of maintenance among
property owners in a neighborhood by providing funds to help
cure the most visible home defects which may adversely affect
the value of the home as well as surrounding properties.
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Projects are currently being reviewed and
will be selected very soon. City staff will then
meet with the applicants in the next few
months, with the repairs scheduled to begin
mid April. Once the selected projects
are substantially complete, a conclusive
program presentation will be made to
the City Council later this summer. Citizens can look for this program presentation to be aired live on Comcast Cable
Channel 7 or at the City’s website at
www.bluespringsgov.com.

For additional information contact Mike Peterman, Principal
Planner, at mpeterman@bluespringsgov.com or call (816) 2280142.

Rid your Home of Hazardous Waste

City Holds Annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event

Saturday April 18, 2009 w 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Pink Hill Park, 2715 NW Park Rd, Blue Springs, Mo.
(1 ½ miles north of I-70 off Highway 7, enter off Park Road)

Items Accepted: • Automotive fluids
• Household cleaners
• Lawn & garden products
Items Not Accepted:
• Explosives • Tires •
•
•

•
•
•

Batteries
Pesticides
Related products

Asbestos

•

•
•

Fuels
Paints

Yard waste and commercial waste

300-Vehicle, First Come - First Served Event!

Free to residents of all participating • I.D. with proof of residency
communities (*see list below)
required (water, gas bill, etc.)
Disposal charge for residents of non-participating communities

Free to residents of Blue Springs & Participating Communities*

Includes: Belton, Blue Springs, Cleveland, Excelsior Springs, Garden City, Gladstone, Grain
Valley, Harrisonville, Henrietta, Independence, Kansas City, Kearney, Lake Tapawingo, Lake
Waukomis, Lake Winnebago, Lee’s Summit, Liberty, Lone Jack, North Kansas City, Oak
Grove, Parkville, Peculiar, Platte City, Platte Woods, Pleasant Hill, Pleasant Valley, Raymore,
Riverside, Smithville, Sugar Creek, Weatherby Lake, Wood Heights, unincorporated Clay and
Jackson Counties.

Visit www.bluespringsgov.com/recycle for more information

Have a Safe Independence Day

he Independence Day holiday is a celebration that has many meanings for many difT
ferent people. Historically, this time-honored, American tradition involves one thing in
particular - fireworks. Make sure your family and friends have a safe Independence holiday
by observing these City safety reminders:

Hours for Firework Discharge:
July 1, July 2, and July 3, 2009:		
July 4, 2009:			

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. to Midnight

Types of Fireworks Allowed for Discharge
•
•
•

•

Includes all fireworks sold by licensed nonprofit organizations in Blue
Springs
Fireworks not sold by licensed nonprofit organizations in Blue Springs
are prohibited (view City’s fireworks ordinance online for more information)
Sale of fireworks will take place from:
Wednesday, July 1 through Midnight on Saturday, July 4 only
No bottle rockets are allowed to be discharged in Blue Springs city limits

Help Keep your City Clean

Be kind to your neighbors and the environment, dispose of all debris after
discharging fireworks

City Codes Keep the Community Safe

1. Parked Vehicles

Parking of cars and trucks is not permitted on grass and lawns.
Recreational Vehicles (RV’s) can be stored in driveways, side
yards or rear yards if access is available.

2. Inoperable Vehicles

Must be stored inside a garage or removed from the premises. For
inoperable vehicles in the street, contact the Blue Springs Police
Department at (816) 228-0150. Commercial vehicles weighing
more than 6 tons, boom and tow trucks are not permitted in residential districts.

6. Fence, Deck and Pool Construction

A new deck, fence or pool construction requires a City building
permit. All pools holding 24 inches of water or more, including
inflatable pools, must have a permit from the Codes Administration Department.

7. Garage Sale Signs

Garage and yard sale signs must be placed on your own property.
They may not be posted on public utility/light poles or on public rights-of-way of streets. These signs do not require a permit.
Signs cannot be posted on premises for longer than 3 days per
sale.

3. Trash Containers

8. Brush Piles

4. Disposal of Refrigerators

9. Tree Limbs

5. Home Childcare Businesses

10. Residents’ Lawns

Trash for pick up should be placed no further than 5 feet from
the home. Curbside pick up is prohibited. All trash must be contained at all times.
When disposing of refrigerators or airtight containers, always
remove the container door or secure the door with a chain and
lock.
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All in-home childcare businesses require a business license issued
by the City of Blue Springs. Business licenses can be obtained at
City Hall in the Tax Department.

Brush piles must be removed and properly disposed of. Open
burning is not permitted within City limits.
Limbs that overhang the sidewalk, street or fence must be
trimmed. Call Public Works at (816) 220-0121 if you have questions about limbs in the rights-of-way of streets.
Lawns should not exceed 8 inches in height. Eradicate any poison
ivy on the premise of your residential property.
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Household Hazardous Waste Recycling Event
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. /300-car first come, first served
Pink Hill Park, 2715 NW Park Road
Cars should enter off of Park Road

April 19 - 25, 2009

2009 Community-Wide Blue Springs Family Week
Theme: “Putting Families First”
Visit www.familyweek.info for more information

May 2, 2009

Blue Springs Cruise Night
5 p.m. to dark
Main Street, parking between 10th and 12th
Downtown, Blue Springs, MO

2009 Dates: June 6, July 4, August 1, September 5, October 3

May 17, 2009

Pooches on the Parkway
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Young Park, 1200 SE Adams Dairy Parkway
Event occurs rain or shine!

June 19, 2009

Street Flicks: Spiderwick Chronicles
Activities at 7:15p.m./Movie begins at dusk
12th and Main Street
Downtown, Blue Springs, MO
July 24: Madagascar 2

“Serendipity”

is the theme
for Blue Springs’ fourth temporary
public art exhibit. Be prepared to
have an unexpected surprise this
year when you come and view the
art display located on the campus
of St. Mary’s Medical Center.

This setting marks the first time that the Blue Springs Public Art
Commission has partnered with a private enterprise to locate the
annual exhibit.
See “The Tumbleweeds” and “From East of Here” by renowned Connecticut artist Karl Saliter. Enjoy unique cast glass art entitled “The
Visit” by Dutch Schulze, who has roots in Blue Springs but now lives
in Oregon.
Marvel at the whimsical works of Juniper Tangpuz, Kansas City artist, in his “Crane’s Bill” and “Mountain Owl’s Clover.” And, have unexpected joy when you see “Subdued Radiance” by Iowa artist Beth
Nybeck.
The exhibition is open to the public from April 1 to September 30.

Helpful City Information

City Telephone Directory — All (816) Area Codes

Adams Pointe Conf. Center--------- 228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club------------- 220-3673
Alarm Permits--------------------------- 228-0217
Ambulance Billing---------------------- 229-8805
Animal Control-------------------------- 228-0149
Building Inspections------------------- 228-0118
Building Permits------------------------ 228-0118
Business Licenses--------------------- 228-0131
City Administrator’s Office----------- 228-0110
City Clerk/Public Relations---------- 228-0110
City Planners---------------------------- 228-0207
Codes Administration---------------- 220-4565
Codes Inspect. Hotline--------------- 228-0104
Community Development------------ 228-0207
Community Dev. Hotline------------- 228-0223

Crime Prevention---------------------- 228-0161
Driver License Testing---------------- 622-0720
Economic Development-------------- 228-0208
Employment Hotline------------------- 228-0290
Engineering----------------------------- 228-0121
Finance Department------------------ 655-0320
Fire Dept. (non-emergency)--------- 229-2522
Human Resources--------------------- 228-0190
Liquor Licenses------------------------ 228-0131
Mayor’s Office-------------------------- 228-0110
Municipal Court Clerk----------------- 228-0175
Parks & Recreation-------------------- 228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline--------- 228-0116
Police Administration------------------ 228-0164

Police (non-emergency)-------------- 228-0150
Police Detectives---------------------- 228-0156
Police Records------------------------- 228-0160
Pothole Hotline------------------------- 228-0291
Snow Removal Hotline--------------- 228-0295
Street Department--------------------- 228-0195
Swimming Pool------------------------- 228-0188
Tax Department------------------------ 228-0131
Vehicle & Driver Licenses----------- 228-0128
Vesper Hall------------------------------ 228-0181
Voter Registration---------------------- 228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing----------------- 228-0135
Water/Sewer Maintenance---------- 228-0195
Youth Outreach Unit------------------ 228-0178

Watch CTV-7 (Comcast Channel 7) and visit the City’s Web site at www.bluespringsgov.com.
A publication of the City of Blue Springs Municipal Government
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