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A Message from the Mayor
Someone once said, “all good things must come to
an end”. When I think on my time here as Mayor of
Blue Springs, however, I don’t think of this as an end,
but yet a brand new beginning for the people of this
community who have worked tirelessly alongside
me to accomplish the many things we have to this
point.

Blue Springs Magazine

Whether it’s in the number of new development and
redevelopment projects we have springing up in our
City, or the number of collaborative projects and
events shared by the many partners of our community, Blue Springs is certainly on the move. This has been a tremendous path
upon which I have enjoyed leading and walking with the citizens of this community. Furthermore, it is my hope that this path can continue to be a positive,
growing journey with a strong and committed city leader who is willing to take
initiative and direction toward a unified community vision.

City of Blue Springs
903 West Main Street
Blue Springs, MO 64015
816-228-0110
www.bluespringsgov.com
Merideth Parrish, Editor

As always, it has been both a pleasure and a monumental experience to
have served as your Mayor. While I will not say ‘so long’, I’ll simply say ‘I
look forward to seeing you around’ in our thriving, one-of-a-kind city we call
home.
Your Servant,

Website Revealed

City Launches New Website, Giving Residents
a New Information Edge

City Administrator
Eric Johnson
Assistant City Administrator
Todd Pelham
To contact your
City Elected Officials,

The new www.bluespringsgov.com is designed to increase the functionality and availability of government information for the residents and visitors of Blue Springs. The new site offers a number of service and feature
enhancements once unavailable through the City’s website, as well as
many of the citizen-favorite amenities the City’s former website offered.

Please Call:
City of Blue Springs
City Clerk’s Office
(816) 228-0110
or visit:
www.bluespringsgov.com

Cover Illustration:
“Spring Is Here!”

F

ebruary 15, 2007, marked the launch of Blue Springs’ newly
designed city government website for public access at www.
bluespringsgov.com.

Some of these features include:
• The ability to view streaming video of City Council and Planning Commission meetings
•

Continued access to online utility bill pay

•

A number of new service features including “Notify-Me” which gives site
users the ability to sign up for e-mailing lists and notifications from various
departments in order to keep up-to-date on City events and information.

Other features include online service requests, the availability of Geographic
Information System (GIS) maps of the City, online registration for Parks and
Recreation activities, and a document center containing important City forms
and applications commonly used by residents.
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Visit www.bluespringsgov.com

conveniently accessible.
Also accessible from the website homepage is the City’s
archive center. Here, viewers can find information and
documents related to City
meetings and news events
that have occurred in previous years.

Visitors to the homepage of the new site will be greeted by
an assortment of appealing features including a clickable
City calendar indicating upcoming meetings and events,
and a photo gallery slide show showcasing the many amenities the Blue Springs community has to offer. The “News
Flash” feature, also located on the homepage, provides
timely messages and news updates, enabling viewers to
have access to city information that is both accurate and

Representatives from every
City Department worked together to gather information
about City services, create
and redesign pages, and develop a variety of Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ’s) for
the website. The site, which contains more than 250 pages
of city news and information, will be continuously reviewed
and updated by the City Communications office.
For more information, contact Blue Springs City Communications at (816) 655-0497.

Smoking Ordinance Ins & Outs
Council-Passed Smoking Ordinance Poses
New Considerations for Businesses and Residents
n February 4, 2008, Effective Date

O

the Blue Springs City
Council passed Ordinance No. 4134 amending
Section 245.280 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances,
limiting smoking in certain
areas within the City. The
purpose of this ordinance
is to protect and promote
the public’s health by restricting the number of enclosed public places that permit smoking
within the City of Blue Springs.
Accordingly, this ordinance will help create a reasonable
balance between the needs of all individuals, including
those too young to make choices of where they go and their
exposure to second-hand smoke.

Watch CTV Channel 7

The Blue Springs Smoking Ordinance will go into full
effect, limiting smoking in certain areas of the City on
May 1, 2008.
All businesses, either exempt from the ordinance (allow
smoking), or meeting the classification of “non-smoking”
(where smoking is prohibited under the provisions of this
ordinance), must be in full compliance of this ordinance
by May 1, 2008.
This requires all necessary signage to be obtained and
properly posted as stated in the Business Responsibility
section of the ordinance.
The City has created a Smoking Education Guide for
Business, detailing the responsibilities and actions required of Blue Springs’ businesses and their consumers
according to the ordinance.
To view a copy of the approved ordinance and to view,
download and print copies of the education guide, smoking signs and more, visit: www.bluespringsgov.com/
smoking.
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Keeping Your Signs
In Line

City Sign Code Makes Understanding Sign
Regulations Easy to Follow

T

he Blue Springs Sign Code is a regulatory document adopted
by the City that is designed to govern the use, approval, construction, change, replacement, location and design of signs
and related informational tools with the City. By being mindful
of the adopted code and its various regulations, citizens work together
with the City to maintain a high standard of residential living that Blue
Springs is known for.

Political Signs -

Signs pertaining to candidates for public office, measures or issues on primary, general or
special election ballots are permitted in all zoning districts.
Residential Districts: One (1) sign per lot for each candidate, measure or issue not exceeding six (6) square feet
in area and three (3) feet in height.

Non-residential Districts: All other zoning districts, other than residential, one (1) sign per lot or parcel for each
candidate, measure or issue not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet in area or six (6) feet in height.
Political signs may be placed on private property and only with the permission of the property owner. Political signs
shall not be placed in any portion of public or street right-of-way.

Real Estate -

Any on-premise sign placed upon lot, subdivision or parcel of land or on a building advertising the lease, rental or sale of the building, parcel, lot or land.
Residential
Non-Residential
Maximum Area: 7 square feet, including riders
Maximum Area: 16 square feet
Maximum Height: 5 feet, including riders
Maximum Height: 8 feet for freestanding signs
Setback: within property line
Setback: 5 feet from right-of-way
One (1) sign per frontage on a public right-of-way
Must be removed within 15 days of sale, rental or
Must be removed within 15 days of sale, rental or lease
lease

Prohibited Signs Off-Premise Signs
Signs in the Public Right-Of-Way
Snipe Signs
Signs Posing Traffic or Pedestrian Hazards

Abandoned Signs
Signs Without Valid Permits
Extending Signs
Moving Signs

Attention-Attracting Devices
Use of a Vehicle as a Sign
Non-Compliance
Electronic Reader Board

For More Information contact Codes Administration at (816) 228-0118.

Cats Need Leashes
Reminder About Blue Springs’
Too! Friendly
Animal Leash Laws

W

ith spring’s arrival, the
‘stray’ animal population in the City of Blue
Springs will become
more noticeably active.
Each year, the Animal Control Unit receives many calls about the number
of reported stray cats. Cats must be
on a leash when they are let outside.
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The City of Blue Springs requires
owners of animals to keep them under restraint at all times.
Pet owners are required by City
ordinance to maintain control
of animals, retrieve any fecal waste immediately, and to
properly dispose of waste in a
sanitary manner when not on
their own property. Remember
to be considerate of your neighbors and their property.

Animal control concerns
can be addressed by
calling (816) 228-0149,
24 hours a day, seven
days per week, with
after hour calls routed to the Police
Dispatch
Center to
take care
of any immediate
needs.
Visit www.bluespringsgov.com

Top 10 “Codes Tips”
for 2008

Important City Codes Reminders to keep
you neighborly all year long

Decks and Pool
10. Fences,
Construction:

A new deck, fence, or pool
construction requires a City building permit. All pools
Garage Sale Signs Garage and yard sale signs
that can hold 24 inches of water or more, including inmust be placed on your own property. They may not be
flatable pools, must also have a permit from the Codes             
posted on public utility/light poles or on public rights-of-way
Administration Department. Call (816) 228-0118 for
of streets. These signs do no require a permit. Signs canmore information.
not be posted on premises for longer than 3 days per sale.
Parked Vehicles Parking of cars and trucks is
Inoperable Vehicles Vehicles in an inoperable
not permitted on grass and lawns. Recreational vehicles
condition must be stored inside a garage or removed
must be stored in the driveway, side yard, or rear yard if
from the premises. For inoperable vehicles in the street,
there is access.
contact the Police Department at (816) 228-0150. ComTrash Containers Trash for pick up should be mercial vehicles weighing more than 6 tons, boom and
placed no further than 5 feet from the home. Curbside
tow trucks, are not permitted in residential districts.
pick up is prohibited. All trash must be contained at all
Tree Limbs that overhang the sidewalk, street or
times.
fence
must be trimmed. If you have a question about
Home Childcare Businesses
limbs in the rights-of way of streets, call Public Works at
All in-home childcare businesses require a business
(816) 228-0121.
license issued by the City of Blue Springs.

8.

9.
7.

6.

4.

5.

3.Resident’s Lawns

2.Brush Piles

should not exceed eight (8) inches in height.
Eradicate any poison ivy on the premise of your residential property.

1.

Brush piles must be removed and
Disposal of Refrigerators When disposing of
properly disposed of. Open burning is not permitted with- refrigerators or airtight containers, always remove the
in City limits.
container door or secure the door with a chain and lock.

Household Hazardous Waste Event

Recycling Community Waste To Make a Community That’s Safe
When: Saturday April 19, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Where: Pink Hill Park in Blue Springs, Missouri (1 ½ miles North of I-70 off Highway 7)
What: Items accepted: automotive fluids, batteries, motor oil, paints, and related

products. This event accepts limited types of items as noted. Other household hazardous waste
may be taken to permanent household hazardous waste centers located in Kansas City and Lee’s
Summit, by appointment, at any time for no charge.

Who:
Cost:

Only 300 persons will be served. This is A First Come First Serve Event!
FREE to residents of Blue Springs and participating communities* Blue Springs residents may attend
any of the other mobile events at no charge. Visit http://www.marc.org/Environment/ or call (816) 701-8226
for more information on mobile events.

*PARTICIPATING COMMUNITIES: Belton, Blue Springs, Cleveland, Excelsior Springs, Garden City, Gladstone, , Grain Valley, Harrisonville, Henrietta,
Independence, Kansas City, Kearney, Lake Tapawingo, Lake Waukomis, Lake Winnebago, Lee’s Summit, Liberty, Lone Jack, North Kansas City, ,Oak
Grove, Parkville, Peculiar, Platte City, Platte Woods, Pleasant Hill, Pleasant Valley, Raymore, Riverside, Smithville, Sugar Creek, Weatherby Lake,
Wood Heights, unincorporated Clay and Jackson Counties.
Watch CTV Channel 7
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C R I M E B E WA R E :
Blue Springs K-9 helps put crime
prevention in action

I

n October of 2006 the Blue
Springs Police Department
was honored to have received
its first Police K-9 named Urich
(pronounced Ur-rick). The dog
was obtained through a federal
grant. Urich is a German Shepherd
from the Czech Republic and the
officer chosen to partner with Urich
was Robert Unruh. The two are together 24 hours a day, 365 days
a year. Urich is housed by Officer
Unruh at his residence and the two
work and train together 40 hours a
week and are available for call-out at
any given time. Along with this, the
K-9 team has to be certified annually
to show Urich’s willingness to work
and his abilities to perform his duties
as trained.
The selection of the Blue Springs
Police K-9 handler was made from
a list of Blue Spring Police Officers
who submitted interest in this position. To become a handler they had
to live within the city limits of Blue
Springs and be able to work a shift
which is conducive to when the K-9
would most likely be needed. The
K-9 handler also had to be available
for call-outs at all hours of the day
and night, and would have to stay in
good physical condition. Along with
these conditions the handler must be
confident of city street locations and
must have a high level of knowledge
concerning state laws, especially in
the area concerning search and seizure.
The K-9 team is widely used, not only
by this Department, but by outside
agencies as well. Because of his keen
sense of smell, Urich is able to locate
illegal narcotics, search and locate
missing persons, along with suspects
who might have gone undetected by
other Police Officers conducting the
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same search.
Along with his
keen sense of
smell Urich can
provide protection for his handler and other officers
performing their duties or
making arrests.
Along with special housing, Urich
and Officer Unruh’s patrol vehicle is
a specially converted patrol vehicle
that is necessary to ensure the safety
of the officer, the dog, and the public
with whom the dog may come into
contact with. The K-9 vehicle is easily noticed by the public with its large
red letters “Caution Police Dog” on
both rear doors of the police vehicle.
Inside the vehicle there is a special
cage which is made in a manner to
allow Urich room to move around and
to protect him while in transport. The
vehicle also is equipped with special
fans and alarms to keep Urich cool
in the summer. One of the rear doors
is an automatic door which can be
opened by remote control, in emergency cases where Officer Unruh
might need Urich while he is away
from his police vehicle.
Since becoming a team, Urich and
Officer Unruh have been called to
194 calls for service. During those
calls the K-9 Team has had 23 tracking opportunities, which has resulted
in 17 positive tracks, along with 7 arrests. The K-9 team has conducted
86 narcotic searches and has recovered 11.28 pounds of illegal narcotics with 89 suspects being arrested.
The K-9 team has been requested by
outside police agencies 18 times to
assist them with narcotics and scent
searches. Urich and Officer Unruh
have demonstrated they are an important asset to the safety and welfare of

the
City of Blue
Springs and the Blue Springs Police
Department.
The K-9 team, under the supervision
of Sergeant Don Rapp, has given
several public demonstrations to
groups within the City of Blue Springs.
These demonstrations help to educate the public on Police K-9s and
the value they serve in the community. If interested in a demonstration
for a civic group, church group, etc.,
please contact Sgt. Rapp at drapp@
bluespringgov.com. Demonstrations
need to be scheduled a few months
ahead to allow for scheduling and to
insure availability of the team.

“

...the K-9 team
has to be certified
to show [his] willingness to work
and his ability to
perform...

”

-Sergeant Don Rapp,
Blue Springs Police

Watch CTV Channel 7

Celebrate
Independence Day
The Blue Springs “Good Neighbor” Way

T

he Independence Day holiday is a celebration that has
many meanings for many different people. Historically,
this time-honored, American tradition involves one thing
in particular - fireworks. Make sure your family and
friends have a safe Independence this holiday by observing these
City safety reminders:

Fireworks Safety Reminders
•

Always have an adult present
when discharging fireworks

Hours For Fireworks Discharge
July 1, July 2, and July 3, 2008:
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
July 4, 2008: 10:00 a.m. - Midnight

•

Always read and follow label
directions

•

Avoid discharging fireworks in
dry areas

Types of Fireworks Allowed for Discharge
•

•

If burned, observe proper burn
care and call 9-1-1

Includes all fireworks sold by licensed nonprofit 		
organizations in Blue Springs only

•

Fireworks not sold by licensed nonprofit 			
organizations in Blue Springs are prohibited

•

Do not discharge fireworks
around pets or animals

•

Sale of Fireworks will take place from: 			
Tuesday July 1 - Midnight, Friday July 4

•

Never carry fireworks in your
pocket

•

No bottle rockets are allowed to be discharged 		
in Blue Springs city limits

For additional information on
firework safety, visit
www.fireworksafety.com

Help Keep Your City Clean
Be kind to your neighbors and the environment, dispose
of all debris after discharging fireworks

Join Us For a Free
Fireworks Celebration!
When:
		

Where:
		

Friday July 4, 2008 - Live Music at 8:00 p.m.
Fireworks Display at 9:30 p.m.
Blue Springs High School, Peve Football Stadium
2000 NW Ashton Drive Blue Springs, MO 64015

Admittance is free and is open to the public. Stadium gates to open at 7:30 p.m.
Concessions available. Event Raindate: Saturday, July 5, 2008.
Visit www.bluespringsgov.com
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Helpful City Information
City Telephone Directory — All (816) Area Codes
Adams Pointe Conf. Center--------- 228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club------------- 220-3673
Alarm Permits--------------------------- 228-0217
Ambulance Billing---------------------- 229-8805
Animal Control-------------------------- 228-0149
Building Inspections------------------- 228-0118
Building Permits------------------------ 228-0118
Business Licenses--------------------- 228-0131
City Administrator’s Office----------- 228-0110
City Clerk/Public Relations---------- 228-0110
City Planners---------------------------- 228-0207
Codes Administration---------------- 220-4565
Codes Inspect. Hotline--------------- 228-0104
Community Development------------ 228-0207
Community Dev. Hotline------------- 228-0223

Crime Prevention---------------------- 228-0161
Driver License Testing---------------- 622-0720
Economic Development-------------- 228-0208
Employment Hotline------------------- 228-0290
Engineering----------------------------- 228-0121
Finance Department------------------ 655-0320
Fire Dept. (non-emergency)--------- 229-2522
Human Resources--------------------- 228-0190
Liquor Licenses------------------------ 228-0131
Mayor’s Office-------------------------- 228-0110
Municipal Court Clerk----------------- 228-0175
Parks & Recreation-------------------- 228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline--------- 228-0116
Police Administration------------------ 228-0164
Police (non-emergency)-------------- 228-0150

Police Detectives---------------------- 228-0156
Police Records------------------------- 228-0160
Pothole Hotline------------------------- 228-0291
Snow Removal Hotline--------------- 228-0295
Street Department--------------------- 228-0195
Swimming Pool------------------------- 228-0188
Tax Department------------------------ 228-0131
Vehicle & Driver Licenses----------- 228-0128
Vesper Hall------------------------------ 228-0181
Voter Registration---------------------- 228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing----------------- 228-0135
Water/Sewer Maintenance---------- 228-0195
Youth Outreach Unit------------------ 228-0178

Watch CTV-7 (Comcast Channel 7) and visit the City’s Web site at www.bluespringsgov.com.

Coming Up

Around Town
April 8, 2008
General City Election - Remember to Vote!

April 14, 2008
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Pink Hill Park, Blue Spring, MO

May 14, 2008
Blue Springs’ Pooches on the Parkway
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Young Park, Blue Spring, MO

May 25, 2008
Music in the Park Concert Series Begins!
Band: Krazy Kats - 50’s & 60’s
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake, Blue Spring, MO

June 11, 2008
Public Art Commission
“Reflections” Temporary Art Exhibit Dedication
6:00 p.m. - Reception / 6:30 p.m. - Dedication
Vesper Hall, Blue Springs, MO

June 20, 2008
Blue Springs’ Street Flicks
“The Wizard of Oz”
Begins at 7:15 p.m.,
12th and Main Street, Blue Spring, MO
‘08 Movie Nights: July 18 and August 15

July 4, 2008
Red, White and Blue Springs July 4th Celebration
8:00
p.m. - Live
9:00
p.m.Municipal
Fireworks
Display
A publication
of theMusic
City of/Blue
Springs
Government
Blue Springs High School, Blue Springs, MO

A Season for
“Reflections”

P

ublic Art is art in the public and
private realm that is accessible without prior permission
or arrangement. It invites visitors to
enjoy, to arouse interest, and to add
dimension to civic spaces. In the
case of this year’s 2008 Public Art
Temporary Exhibit,“Reflections”,
individuals are invited to contemplate life experiences, recall
family relationships, or to think quietly and calmly as they walk
along the trail where the art is located. The Public Art Commission sought to give citizens and visitors an opportunity for introspective interactions by providing artworks which range from
traditional sculpture to contemporary surprises that delight the
eye. The creative imagination shown by the four artists who are
represented in this exhibit is evident. Their works symbolize the
impact of public art in humanizing space and place.
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