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YEAR END REVIEW
2017 has been a year of many positive changes for our
vibrant city and we are truly living out our vision of being
a City On The Move and On The Right Track! As we settle
into this new year we are beginning many new exciting
projects that continue to help us ‘Build on Our Success’.
It was an honor to give my tenth State of The City
Address speech on Thursday February 15, 2018. With
each passing year I become increasingly proud of the
wonderful and safe community we have built together.
The tremendous growth we have had is only going to
increase.
Speaking of growth, I am happy and honored that Faurecia’s Interiors Division
will be opening a new 250,000-sq.-ft. production facility right here in Blue
Springs! This facility will be a great addition to our community for many reasons,
one of them being the creation of approximately 300 jobs. You can read more
about Faurecia and learn about their company, and this project, on page three.
In addition to Faurecia, we have been experiencing robust advancement in our
Economic Development and downtown area. On page four you can see what
changes have been made to make Blue Springs a community for everyone.
We have a ballot initiative before residents on Tuesday April 3, 2018 regarding a
local use tax. The City’s municipal sales tax rate of 2.5% is collected locally on all
retail purchases. However, this same tax rate is not being collected on purchases
made out-of-state; through on-line or catalog transactions. A voter authorized
use tax will allow us to capture these out-of-state revenues and help us fund
basic infrastructure, street and parks maintenance and public safety needs.
A comprehensive description on the tax is included on page five.
If you would like more frequent updates on City events, I encourage you to go
online and sign up for my enewsletter: ‘News Happenings Around Town.’
Gracefully in your service,
Mayor Carson Ross

CITY OFFICIALS
CONTACT INFORMATION
City of Blue Springs
903 W. Main Street
Blue Springs, MO 64015
816-228-0110
www.bluespringsgov.com
Danya Turkmani, editor
dturkmani@bluespringsgov.com
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[FAURECIA[

ANNOUNCES PLANS TO OPEN FACILITY IN BLUE SPRINGS

Faurecia, a global manufacturer of automotive interior
systems with North American headquarters based in
Auburn Hills, Michigan, has announced plans to open
a new production facility in Blue Springs, Missouri. This
new facility will manufacture and assemble door panels,
center consoles and instrument panels using the latest
technology in the manufacturing industry. This project will
create more than 300 new jobs in Blue Springs and is an
example of yet another big economic development win
for the City.
There will be an initial equipment investment of $12.8
million to begin operations in the new two hundred and
fifty thousand square foot plant which will be built. The
new plant, to be built adjacent to Northeast 20th Street,
north of Interstate 70, will be on a fast track. Production
is scheduled to begin later this year and ramp up to full
capacity in 2020. Faurecia estimates the total investment
in the 250,000-square-foot plant will exceed $60 million.
Faurecia is the 6th largest international
automotive parts manufacturer in the world. In
2013 it was #1 for vehicle interiors and emission
control technology. One in four automobiles is
equipped by Faurecia.
Founded in 1997, Faurecia has seen tremendous and
rapid growth and has become a major player in the
global automotive industry. They currently have 330
sites including 30 Research & Development centers and
100,000 employees in 34 countries.

FAST FACTS
The facility will manufacture and assemble door
panels, center consoles and instrument panels.
The project will create more than 300 new jobs
in Blue Springs.
The 250,000 square-foot plant will be located
adjacent to Northeast 20th Street.
Total investment will exceed $60 million.
to customers and being strategically located in a region
that offers us the opportunity to reach underserved areas
of our market, but one of the most important factors for
us is having the confidence that we’re engaging a highly
skilled workforce that understands manufacturing,”
said Donald Hampton, Jr., president of Faurecia
Interiors in North America. “The Blue Springs
community knows manufacturing and the
automotive business, and that means we have a
solid foundation of success to build on. That will
allow us to continue to provide the very best quality to
our customers and maintain our tradition of excellence.
We’re happy to be in Blue Springs and looking forward
to partnering with the community to provide good
manufacturing jobs for local jobseekers.”

‘We’re very happy to call Blue Springs the home of our
new Interiors facility for many reasons, including proximity
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WATER
CONSERVATION
SPRINKLERS

Don’t water the pavement! Position
sprinklers so that lawn and garden
receive all of the water.

MOWING

Longer grass means less
evaporation. Set your mower
a notch or two higher in hot dry
weather.

CAR WASHING

Use a bucket to wash your vehicle
and keep a nozzle on the hose
to save water.

DISHWASHER

Run only full loads. When replacing,
look for high-efficiency machines
that use less water and are more
energy efficient.

BRUSHING TEETH
Don’t run water while brushing.
Fill a glass for rinsing.

BATHING

An average bathtub holds
50 gallons of water. Conserve water
by only partially filling the tub.
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[WATER[

QUALITY

www.bluespringsgov.com/177/Water-and-Sewer-Services
Maintaining our water quality is important to our quality of life here in the
City. The Public Works department has integrated rain garden technology
into development standards and plans to address storm water pollution. As
runoff from rain or snow washes across parking lots, roof tops, sidewalks, or
driveways it is often filled with common pollutants like oil, chemicals, and
even pet waste which eventually makes its way to our streams. Rain gardens
are shallow depressions created to capture rainwater runoff and are planted
with deep-rooted native plants. They hold storm water for an extended period,
usually less than 48 hours, allowing the plant roots, soil, gravel and mulch to
filter the water as it soaks into the ground.
Watersheds affect our water quality as well. A watershed is an area of land that
drains all streams and rainfall to a common outlet such as the outflow of a lake,
mouth of a bay, or any point along a stream channel. The City of Blue Springs
is unique because the City lies on a ridge that runs approximately along 7
Highway. All rainfall that hits the ground in Blue Springs drains away from this
ridge. Consequently, no streams or rivers flow from adjacent areas through
the City. Blue Springs is the source of many small streams that drain into
adjacent lakes and to our neighbors. Understanding the watershed concept is
important because activities occurring within them impact naturally occurring
downstream water flows and water quality. To protect water quality, citizen
awareness and involvement is critical.
Allowing streams to function as naturally as possible produces many benefits
for the community including better storm water quality, continued use and
enjoyment of adjacent lakes and waterbodies, providing good habitat for
wildlife species, lowering operation and maintenance costs for the city’s storm
system and flood protection.
There are some simple things that YOU can do as well to protect our
water quality:

WATERSHED ACTIVITIES TO AVOID
When applicable, don’t
disturb natural vegetation,
especially along streams.
Minimize soil erosion from
your property by growing
vegetation wherever the
earth is bare, or protecting it
with weed barrier and mulch.
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Don’t dump trash, grass
clippings, leaves or waste.
Minimize the use of fertilizers
or pesticides.
Recycle hazardous waste.
Report illegal dumping.

[

]

ECONOMIC &
COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT

www.bluespringsgov.com/1493/Development-Services

To address housing affordability and continue the
growth efforts of downtown and Blue Springs, the City
took proactive steps to remove barriers. In August 2017,
the City Council passed an ordinance that reduced
permit, plan review and water and sewer development
fees in Downtown Blue Springs. The designated Main
Center Redevelopment Corporation (MCRC) area
includes blocks on both sides of Main Street between
7 Highway and 15th Street. The intent of the permit fees
reduction is to further accelerate infill development
and redevelopment in the Downtown area. The
reduced permit fees are intended to increase the
supply of housing, while also increasing affordability for
both builders and homeowners.
The City receives an annual allocation of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD).
Since 2009, the City has provided a Minor Home Repair
Program, which provides up to $5,000 to qualified lowincome homeowners to make exterior improvements
to their home. The City also implemented a First
Time Home Buyer Program in 2010, which provides
up to $3,000 in down payment and/or closing costs
assistance to qualified low-income homebuyers. These
programs are designed to help single family and lowincome households either purchase or remain in their
homes.
Since its initiation, the First Time Home Buyer Program
has assisted 84 homebuyers and the Minor Home
Repair Program assisted 58 single-family households
obtain minor repairs on their homes.

USE TAX
On April 3, 2018 citizens will be asked to vote on the
local Use tax initiative. A local use tax is a tax placed
on goods purchased out of state for delivery and use
in Blue Springs. It applies only to transactions where
a sales tax was not already charged. The local use
tax is applied at the same rate as the City’s sales tax,
currently at 2.5%. A transaction will never be subject
to both a local use tax and the City’s sales tax.
If passed, the Use Tax will be applied to purchases
made from out-of-state vendors that ship to Missouri
(Blue Springs) customers. Out-of-state and online
businesses without a physical presence in Missouri
currently do not collect local sales tax. Approximately
half of all Missouri cities with populations of 2,000
or more already have a use tax and many others are
considering it in 2018.
Passing the Use Tax will allow the City to collect an
estimated $400,000 a year in revenue for vital City
services like police services, infrastructure, street and
parks maintenance. To maintain existing City services,
the City needs to modernize its revenue sources to
keep pace with current and evolving retail purchasing
trends. The shift of consumer shopping to online
has impacted local sales tax revenues. As much as
40 percent of the City of Blue Springs governmental
revenue comes from sales tax, which is the largest
single source of revenue. If this tax is not passed,
reductions in funding for basic services may result and
future growth will also be impacted.
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BLUE SPRINGS MAKES
THE NCHS LIST
The National Council for Home Safety and
Security released the 2018 rankings for Safest
Cities in Missouri and Blue Springs ranked in
the top third out of total cities surveyed! The
National Council for Home Safety and Security
(NCHS) is a trade association comprised
of home security professionals across the
United States. The Council advocates for safe
communities and home safety with a strong
focus on community involvement. The ranking
is done on an annual basis and includes the
following categories:

[SPIRIT[

• Population
• The number of violent crimes
• Property crimes
• Violent crimes per 1,000
• Property crimes per 1,000
Founded in 2006, the Council aims to further
consumer education and information about
communities across the Country with a
focus on Home Security, Home Safety, Child
Safety and Senior Safety at Home. Public
safety and security of the community is a top
priority for City leaders. In recent years, the
City of Blue Springs has implemented many
successful programs and services aimed at
reducing crime by increasing police visibility
in neighborhoods, retail areas, and proactively
working to strengthen neighborhoods. Work
on these important initiatives will continue in
2018 and beyond.

INITIATIVE

On January 12th the Human Relations Commission and the
City of Blue Springs partnered with the Department of Justice
to present a SPIRIT (Site Problem Identification and Resolution
of Issues Together) session. This event was designed to
empower community leaders to identify issues within our
community and create solutions that can be implemented.
During the first part of the day, small groups worked to
identify problems in our community. Through a selection
process where participants voted on multiple issues, five
issues were identified by group prioritization. The five issues
identified were: 1.) Image Management 2.) Youth, 3.) Diversity,
4.) Homelessness and 5.) Mental Health.
During the second part of the day, small groups worked
together to develop solutions to the issues prioritized by
SPIRIT participants. These solutions were then prioritized
through a similar selection process to develop an action plan
to be implemented by the Blue Springs community. The
three action items identified are: 1.) Communicate with our
population in multiple ways to better represent our diverse
population 2.) Develop ordinances limiting payday loan/
tobacconist business permits and 3.) Consider establishing a
life skills/mental health/non-profit center.
During the event, twelve community members volunteered
to be part of the newly formed SPIRIT Council. This group
will work with the Human Relations Commission as the
implementation taskforce to carry out the action plan
developed during the Blue Springs SPIRIT. The SPIRIT Council
will work together to improve the community.

POPULATION
54,445

VIOLENT CRIMES
81

PROPERTY CRIMES
1,500

VIOLENT CRIMES PER 1,000
1.49

PROPERTY CRIMES PER 1,000
27.55
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Residents gathering to find solutions to community issues.

[PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP[
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

The Prairie Fire Protection District
protects a district encompassing
34 square miles, including citizens
and property of south Blue
Springs, eastern Lee’s Summit, and
unincorporated Jackson County.
In Blue Springs, Prairie Township
covers all property extending from
approximately one block south
of Liggett Road south to Colbern
Road, west to the Lee’s Summit
City border, and east of 7 highway
approximately one-quarter mile.

SW 12th St

The Prairie Township Fire
Protection District, established in
1954, is a Missouri State Authorized
Fire District.

If approved, the citizens of
Blue Springs will gain a new
fire station to protect the area.
Staffing levels will increase,
with full time firefighters spread
over three shifts, augmented
by experienced part-time
firefighters for a minimum of
12 firefighters per 24-hour shift.
The Fire District will have three
ambulances with paramedics
available to provide emergency
medical coverage for residents
within the District. This closer
station will also offer improved
response times.

Southgate Dr

Eagles Ridge Dr

Proposed
Fire Station
Location

¬
«7

)

Wyatt Rd

On Tuesday, April 3rd, the ballot
This ballot issue gives the
has a proposal to consolidate
citizens south of Liggett Road
Prairie Township and Lotawana
in Blue Springs the opportunity
Fire Protection Districts into
Cowherd Rd
to improve the safety of their
one larger district, known as the
communities as it pertains to fire
Southern Jackson County Fire
±
and medical emergencies.
Protection District. The ballot also
has a question for a $0.1530 bond
Residents with questions or who
levy for a new fire station and
need additional information should contact Fire Chief
equipment for this new District. That station would be
Bill Large at (816)525-4200 or (816)578-4211. You may
placed at what will become 12th Street and Wyatt Road
also contact Asst. Chief Steve Wilson at (816)525-4200
in Blue Springs to cover the growing emergency needs of
or Asst. Chief Scott Price at (816)578-4211.
that area.
Not to Scale

March 2, 2018

‘MY BLUE SPRINGS’ APP
You can download the City’s free ‘My Blue Springs’ app through the
Apple iTunes store and the Andriod Google Play store. This app
allows users to receive News Flashes, view the City’s Calendar, City
Council Agendas and access the LexisNexis Community Crime Map
along with the City’s OpenGov data.
In addition, users will be able to view Parks & Recreation information,
sign-up for notifications and view the City’s social media platforms
with the click of a button.
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR
www.bluespringsgov.com/calendar

APRIL
HHW Recycling Event
April 28, 8 a.m.-Noon (up to 400 cars)
Pink Hill Park
RX Take Back Event
April 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Blue Springs Police Department
North & South Cosentino’s
Price Chopper

MAY

Blue Springs Farmers Market
May 5, 2018 through October 29, 2018
7 a.m.-noon
Downtown Blue Springs
Fishing Derby
May 12th 8:30-11:00 a.m.
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake
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JULY

Concerts in the Park
Beginning in May, ending
in August, Sundays, 6-8:00 p.m.
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake

Fireworks Celebration
July 4, gates open at 6:30 p.m.
Fireworks begin around 9:45 p.m.
Blue Springs High School

Memorial Day Parade
May 28, 9 a.m. at 10th & Main Streets
Marching Down Main Street Toward
the Blue Springs Cemetery

AUGUST

JUNE
Drive in Movie - The Breakfast Club
June 15, Starts at Dusk
$5 per car
Grounds Park
Skateboard Competition
June 15, 6-8:30pm
Old Mill Skate Park

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Adams Pointe Conf. Center.......... 228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club................ 220-3673
Alarm Permits................................... 228-0217
Animal Control................................. 228-0149
Building Inspections....................... 228-0104
Building Permits............................... 228-0118
Business Services Division............ 228-0131
City Administrator’s Office........... 228-0111
City Clerk............................................ 228-0111
City Communications.................... 655-0497
CJC Fire Protection District.......... 229-2522
Codes (Compliance)....................... 220-4565
Codes (Permits)................................ 228-0118
Community Development........... 228-0207
Comm. Develop. Hotline.............. 228-0223

Corks & Canvas –
Art and Wine Walk
June 23, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

The Public Works Celebration
May 17, 2018 from 5-8:00 pm.
Public Works Facility
500 SE Sunnyside

Might Mud Volleyball Tournament
August 4, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Hidden Valley Park
This is an abbreviated list
of events. For a complete list
of City events, please visit
www.bluespringsgov.com/calendar

ALL (816) AREA CODES

Comm. and Youth Outreach........ 228-0178
Crime Prevention............................. 228-0161
Economic Development............... 622-4004
Engineering....................................... 228-0121
Finance Department...................... 655-0320
GIS - Mapping Division ................. 228-0119
Human Resources........................... 228-0190
Human Resources Job Hotline... 228-0290
Liquor License (Individual)........... 228-0160
Liquor License (Business)............. 228-0131
Mayor and Council.......................... 228-0111
Municipal Court Clerk.................... 228-0274
Parks & Recreation.......................... 228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline........... 228-0116
Police Administration..................... 228-0164
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Movies in the Park - The Incredibles
August 3, Starts at Dusk
Rotary Park at Railroad Lake

Police (non-emergency)................. 228-0151
Police Detectives............................. 228-0156
Police Records................................... 228-0160
Pothole Hotline................................ 228-0291
Planning Division............................ 228-0207
PT Fire Protection District............. 525-4200
Public Works...................................... 228-0195
Sales Tax.............................................. 220-4542
Snow Removal Hotline.................. 228-0295
Street Division.................................. 228-0195
Swimming Pool................................ 228-0188
Vesper Hall......................................... 228-0181
Voter Registration........................... 228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing..................... 228-0135
Water/Sewer Maintenance.......... 228-0195

