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FALL IN BLUE SPRINGS
Each fall, I enjoy sharing with you the growth that has
taken place in Blue Springs. As we transition into a
new season I invite you to explore our City’s growth by
reading about the rich history that is still woven into the
community today.

and development.

Along with our unique history, I am pleased to share
with you the City’s vision for our future presented in the
Comprehensive Plan. This issue highlights how the plan
was created and its role in Blue Springs’ overall growth

Blue Springs is open for business! Collaborative efforts with the Blue Springs
Chamber, Economic Development Council (EDC), Mid-Continent Public Library
and the MU Extension Center have lead to great gains for the Blue Springs
business community. To date, there are three published resources available
to help entrepreneurs and current business owners, as well as two additional
‘How to Open and Grow Your Business in Blue Springs’ expos scheduled for
this fall. It is wonderful to see so many organizations in Blue Springs working
together to make things easier for our business community.
Speaking of resources for residents, construction on Blue Springs’ very own
Fieldhouse is complete with plans to open in September. I look forward to
trying out the state-of-the-art equipment and enjoying the overall Fieldhouse
experience! Also opening this fall is the recently renovated and expanded
Howard L. Brown Public Safety building.
If you would like more frequent updates on city events, I encourage you to go
online and sign up for my enewsletter: ‘News Happenings Around Town’. You
can “like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.
Gratefully in your service,

Native Gardening
Community Calendar

Mayor Carson Ross

CITY OFFICIALS

ON THE COVER
CONTACT INFORMATION
City of Blue Springs
903 W. Main Street
Blue Springs, MO 64015
(816) 228-0110
www.bluespringsgov.com
Kim Nakahodo, editor
knakahodo@bluespringsgov.com
Blue Springs Main Street, Looking East.
Top: 1913 (special thanks to the Blue Springs Historical
Society.) Bottom: August 2015
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[ ‘MY’ BLUE SPRINGS [

PHOTO CONTEST

We are proud to announce the
sixth annual ‘My Blue Springs’
Photo Contest! Pictures can
include cityscapes, wildlife, events,
parks and community life here in
Blue Springs.

•

Categories include:
• Youth (under 18)
• Adult (18-49)
• Senior (50 and over)

There will be one winner in each
age category and one overall
winner. Winners will be published
in the 2016 Blue Springs Winter
Magazine.

•

Contest entry deadline is
Oct. 31, 2015

•

E-mail entries to photos
@bluespringsgov.com

Contest Rules:
• This contest is for Blue Springs
residents only.

If you have questions, contact photos@
bluespringsgov.com or (816) 655-0497.

•

All photos must have been
taken inside Blue Springs city
limits.

•

Limited to 5 entries per person.

•

Each entry must have the

JOIN US!

category you are entering and
your contact information.
•

All photos must be original
work of the contestant and
never been the subject of a
copyright.

•

Digital Photos: jpg files at least
300 dpi at 5” x 7.”

•

Standard Prints: must be at
least 4” x 6.” Prints can be
dropped off at City Hall or
mailed to Photo Contest, 903
W. Main Street, Blue Springs,
MO 64015. Photos will not be
returned.

•

All photos submitted shall
become the property of the
City of Blue Springs upon
submission and may be used in
future publications.

JOIN US!

DEA Rx TAKE BACK PROGRAM
September 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Blue Springs Municipal Annex
1304 W. Main Street, Blue Springs
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
1100 S. Highway 7, Blue Springs
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
1305 N. Highway 7, Blue Springs
Blue Springs Police Department has partnered
with both Blue Springs Price Chopper locations to
give residents an opportunity to rid their homes
of potentially dangerous expired, unused and
unwanted prescription drugs. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked.
Due to the drop-off nature of this program, no needles accepted.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
October 6, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

Join us as we celebrate the 17th Annual National
Night Out event featuring KFKF’s Debbie Erikson,
food, entertainment, games and prizes! This free,
community event educates children and adults
about police operations, crime prevention, general
public safety and the danger of drugs.
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Department Spotlight:
By the

NUMBERS

COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

5
20
44
BIG IDEAS

GOALS IN THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATIONS
IN BLUE SPRINGS

68

[FALL[

BLUE SPRINGS BUSINESS LICENSES

20,370
HOMES IN BLUE SPRINGS

4

www.bluespringsgov.com/codes

As the seasons change and lawn work in preparation for winter begins, it is
important that each resident is doing their best to be a good neighbor by
properly removing lawn debris.
By working together, we can keep our community a clean, safe and enjoyable
place to live, work and play.

RESIDENT LAWNS & BRUSH PILES

Resident lawns should not exceed 8 inches in height. Brush piles must be
removed and disposed of properly, and open burning is not permitted within
city limits. Avoid blowing or sweeping trash and leaves into streets. Piles of
leaves in the curb line not only cause potential flooding concerns, they block a
portion of the road and cause slick conditions during rainstorms.

TARGETS IN THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

3,384

RESIDENT TIPS

Eastern Jackson County Yard Waste Collection Center allows residents
to recycle grass clippings, leaves, brush and limbs for a nominal fee.
Located at 37910 E. Pink Hill Road in Oak Grove, they are open on
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TREE LIMBS

Limbs that overhang the sidewalk or street must be trimmed. Call Public Works
at (816) 220-0121 if you have questions about limbs in the rights-of-way of
streets.

TRASH CONTAINERS

Trash for pick up should be placed no further than 5 feet from the home.
Curbside pick up is prohibited. All trash must be contained at all times.
Homeowner Associations may have additional considerations or restrictions.

FALL 2015 • WWW.BLUESPRINGSGOV.COM

[OPEN FOR BUSINESS[
BUSINESS RESOURCES

www.bluespringsgov.com/startbusiness
Current and future business owners now have more resources than ever
available to help them start or grow their business!

JOIN US!

Over the last two years, the City of Blue Springs, Blue Springs Chamber of
Commerce and the Blue Springs Economic Development Council (EDC)
have formed an inter-agency taskforce to develop several new resources
to support the businesses community. The first tool developed was the
‘How to Open Your Business in Blue Springs’ guide, published in fall 2014.
This step-by-step booklet provides a centralized source for the needs
of the business community, including contact information for local and
regional organizations and six steps to help start or relocate a business in
Blue Springs.
Since the guide’s publication and subsequent success, the taskforce
hosted two business expos in partnership with the Mid-Continent Public
Library. They have also presented to over 500 people about business
opportunities in Blue Springs.
This spring, the City created a new Business Services Division by
integrating the Revenue Collections Division and Community
Development Department. The goal of this division is to streamline the
City’s business permitting process while enhancing transparency and
responsiveness during development review .
BLUE SPRINGS BUSINESS
RESOURCE GUIDE

HOW TO START &
GROW A BUSINESS
IN BLUE SPRINGS

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015
The City of Blue Springs, the Blue Springs Chamber
of Commerce, the Blue Springs Economic
Development Corporation, University of Missouri
Extension and the Mid-Continent Public Library
work together to serve our business community.
We encourage you to take advantage of free/reduced
priced training and counseling services available here
in Blue Springs. These resources can help you prepare a
business plan, secure financing, pair you with a business
coach and connect you to fellow entrepreneurs in our
community.
Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce
(816) 229-8558 | www.bluespringschamber.com | 1000 Main Street
The Chamber of Commerce offers SCORE Business Mentoring and Power Hour classes on a monthly basis.
The Chamber has several committees and events focusing on business development and networking.
Blue Springs Economic Development Corporation (EDC)/Grow Blue Springs
(816) 228-0208 | www.bluespringsedc.com | www.growbluesprings.com | 1600 N.E. Coronado Drive
.
.The EDC offers business coaching and an online business plan development tool through Grow Blue
Springs. The EDC has several programs and events focusing on entrepreneurship and networking.
Mid-Continent Public Library/Square One Small Business Services
www.mymcpl.org/squareone
Square One Small Business Services at Mid-Continent Public Library offers classes, programs, resources and
research guidance both online and in person. Small business specialists can meet with you by appointment.
University of Missouri Extension Office/Missouri Small Business & Technology Development Centers
(816) 252-5051 | Extension.missouri.edu/Jackson | JacksonKC@missouri.edu | 1600 NE Coronado Drive
The University of Missouri Extension Office in partnership with the Missouri Small Business Technology
Development Centers offers business coaching, business plan development, educational classes and can
help you learn about business grants and international trade opportunities.

FEATURED RESOURCE
SCORE Business Mentoring

Thursday, August 6 and Thursday, Sept. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce
Cost: FREE, please register with the Chamber for your 45-minute session
As highly successful and experienced business professionals and entrepreneurs,
SCORE mentors deliver valuable, timely, and practical advice. Whether you are a
start-up or an existing business, SCORE mentors will help you and your business
open new markets, reach new customers, and achieve new goals.

Paulette Crawford
SCORE Mentor

Paulette Crawford has over 35 years of
experience in the small business arena
in the areas of finance, accounting,
marketing, public relations and event
planning.

— AUGUST/SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS ON REVERSE —

Two new companion pieces
have been developed including
the ‘Blue Springs Home-Based
Business Guide’ and a bimonthly
‘Business Resource Guide’ with
information about free and
reduced priced training. These
resources are available online
and printed copies can be found
at City Hall, the Blue Springs
Chamber, the Blue Springs EDC
and both library branches.
All of these resources
work together, enhancing
communication within the
Blue Springs community and
providing an opportunity
for growth in the business
community.

HOW TO OPEN AND
GROW A BUSINESS
IN BLUE SPRINGS

EXPO

Sat., Oct. 10, 10 a.m. to noon
Mid-Continent Public Library
Blue Springs South Branch
Tues., Nov. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Mid-Continent Public Library
Blue Springs North Branch
• Meet with Professional Coaches and
Discuss Business Plans
• Speak with Financial Institutions
• Research Available Commercial
Properties
• Connect with Local Resources

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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[BLUE SPRINGS: PAST,
OUR LEGACY
The City of Blue Springs has a rich history that can still be
seen in our community.
In the early 19th century, settlers built this town around
the abundant water supply coming from a spring of the
Little Blue River—hence our name Blue Springs. Between
the late 1870s and the early 1880s the Blue Springs
settlement began to expand, centering growth around
the new railroad station. The tracks are still visible on
Main, and mark the beginning of the Blue Springs we
recognize today.
Growth continued from there with the largest increase
happening in the past 40 years. In 1970, Blue Springs’
population of 6,779 began growing notably, reaching
the current population of more than 53,000. This growth
spurt changed the look of the city from a “bedroom
community” to a place where people come to live, work
and play.
As our community grows, the City partners with
individuals and groups such as Downtown Alive! and the
Blue Springs Historical Society who work to sustain pieces
of our history. Preservation examples include moving the
downtown train depot to Central Park and the restoration
to America’s Community bank by removing the aluminum
façade, revealing the original brick exterior used in
construction around 1890.

6
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Photo taken around 1911 of the springs near Blue Springs, for which the
town was named by Franklin Smith.

The Historical Society preserves pieces of Blue Springs
history and displays them for all to see at their museum,
located in the Dillingham-Lewis home originally built in
1906. These are just a few examples of the ample pieces of
Blue Springs history woven throughout the community.
To learn more, visit www.bluespringshistory.org
As planning begins for the next 10-15 years of growth,
we are constantly finding and implementing methods to
preserve our rich history while embracing our growing
community.

PRESENT & FUTURE [
Planning
www.bluespringshistory.org
www.bluespringsgov.com/compplan

System – 3 Scales

Planning System – 3 Scales

Frameworks

OUR Specific
FUTURE
Plans

The Blue Springs Comprehensive Plan was recently
updated, providing a long-term guide for growth and
development in our city.

framework in an effort to make timely completion more
obtainable.

The Community Development Department and Planning
Commission used feedback from our residents and
business owners to create this plan. Over the next 10 to 15
years, the City Council and staff will use this plan to guide
all policy, improvements and investment decisions.

remaining five plans will be created over the next few
years.

Frameworks

The new Comprehensive Plan challenges the City to
approach development in Blue Springs differently by
focusing on places and not land use. This new planning
system will help the City better address resident input.

Specific Plans

Developm
(Concept
Three Specific Plans have been completed and the
By gathering feedback from the public and going beyond
land use to create and enhance places for community
involvement, the City is making it a priority to meet the
needs of our changing community.

SPECIFIC PLANS

Through public feedback, we developed five ‘Big Ideas’
that serve as themes throughout the plan. From these
themes, a framework was formed featuring: Places, City
Image, Connections and Investment.
Within each framework, five goals were created that tie
back to the overall themes. For example, one ‘Big Idea’ is
that Downtown is the Heart of Our Community. The City
carries out this ‘Big Idea’ through smaller goals such as
continued work with organizations like Downtown Alive!
to rejuvenate the downtown district.
The City Planning Division is currently working on creating
Specific Plans that narrow down the Comprehensive Plan’s

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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[DOWNTOWN[

REVITALIZATION

www.downtownbluesprings.com
A walk down Main Street or a visit to any of the stores
in downtown Blue Springs will show you that there is a
new look coming to our downtown corridor!
Downtown Alive!, a passionate group of volunteers, has
been working diligently, invigorating our downtown by
connecting with residents and community partners to
provide improvements that are both aesthetic and functional.

Blue Springs Downtown Alive! is now a
Missouri Associate Main Street Program!

This summer, Blue Springs Downtown Alive!, the City of Blue Springs and the Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce were
awarded the Streetscape & Public Improvement Project Award at the annual Evening of Excellence hosted by Missouri
Main Street Connections. Mayor Carson Ross was a semi-finalist for the Outstanding Public Official Award for his
passionate support of downtown revitalization efforts.
Downtown Alive! is a volunteer organization that you can get involved in by visiting www.downtownbluesprings.com or
calling (816) 808-7553.

JOIN US!

UPCOMING

•

EVENTS

BENCHES & TRASH/RECYCLING RECEPTACLES
Four new
benches and four
new recycling/
trash receptacles
were added
along Main
Street to increase
recycling and
improve livability
in the downtown
corridor.

FALL FUN FESTIVAL
Sept. 18-20

•

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

•

CHILI LUNCH FUNDRAISER

•

TRICK-OR-TREAT MAIN STREET

Tuesday, Oct. 6, 6-9 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 19, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 31, 10 a.m. to noon

•

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

•

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING

Thursday, Nov. 19, 5-8 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 5:30-7 p.m.
8

STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS
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CUSTOM BIKE RACKS
Blue Springs’ very own Bike Stop designed,
assembled and donated 15 bike racks to
Downtown Alive! and the City to increase
accessibility for bicyclists who choose to
ride and park in the downtown corridor.
These bike racks are valued at $4,350 and
feature a dual design with the City’s logo on
one side and the Downtown Alive! logo on
the reverse side.

[PUBLIC ART[
15 YEARS OF

www.bluespringsgov.com/publicart

This year marks a celebration for art in Blue Springs! For 15 years,
the Blue Springs Public Art Commission has been working with
the community to infuse our city with art. Blue Springs was
the first city in Eastern Jackson County to establish a public art
program and since then the Public Art Commission has worked
energetically to display more than 50 public artworks throughout
the city. Each piece brings vibrancy and aesthetic excellence to the
community.
The Public Art Commission is a volunteer board appointed by the
Mayor with City Council approval. Each year, the Commission
hosts a temporary art exhibit in our community. Of the pieces
exhibited, a few are selected to remain for permanent display.
These pieces are then purchased with private money raised using
the fundraising efforts headed by the Commission and friends of
public art.
The City’s most recent addition of permanent art, “Fire, Earth and
Water” is located at the Adams Pointe Conference Center and was
donated by the Blue Springs Art League.

‘REMNANTS RESTORED’

The Blue Springs Public Art Commission partnered with Downtown Alive! to commission two permanent public art
pieces for the downtown corridor. This is part of the ‘Remnants Restored’ Public Art Project, celebrating our City’s history
by incorporating recovered material from Downtown Blue Springs’ past. Downtown Alive! is currently fundraising for
these two unique pieces that will be installed and dedicated this fall.

Artist Jake Balcom’s piece will feature recovered aluminum paneling
from the America’s Community Bank.

Artist Scot Furgason’s piece will feature recovered steel
from the downtown water tower removed in 2014.

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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[ON PATROL [

WITH BLUE SPRINGS POLICE

www.bluespringsgov.com/police

Each day, officers of the Blue Springs Police Department
patrol communities throughout the City with a focus on
protecting people and property.
Prior to patrol duty, officers partner with a Field Training
Officer (FTO)—a police officer who prepares them for solo
duty through hands-on training.

[

“We have to work
together to make
things better.”

[

For our officers, this includes an average of 12-18 weeks of
training with three to four weeks with each FTO. The aim
is to prepare trainees to act as support for other officers,
including those outside of the Blue Springs police force.
Field officer duties often range from responding to calls
for help to investigating minor crimes but patrol is the
officer’s main role during their shifts, giving them the
opportunity to develop relationships with residents
and business owners. “It takes a partnership,” says Blue
Springs Police Officer Dannie Stewart, a member of the
force since 2007. “We have to work together to make
things better.”

10
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Shifts usually last for ten hours with officers taking
on different patrol areas after each shift change. Like
any growing community, Blue Springs has some
neighborhoods with frequent calls for police assistance
and some relatively dormant for disturbance calls. “Patrol
is a mixture of everything,” says Officer Stewart. “No call
is the same and there is always a different experience.”
Because of this, officers address each encounter on a
person by person basis and provide proactive policing
through programs like Citizen’s Police Academy and
National Night Out. Both promote awareness and
engagement necessary for community members and the
police force to work together.
Patrol is a primary part of an officer’s daily duty and a
major aspect of the Blue Springs Police Department’s
overall aim to promote a safe environment through
police and community interaction. “You get some people
who thank you for coming out and taking care of their
neighborhood issues,” says Officer Stewart. “If you do it
with respect, there is a good reward in this profession.”

The Citizen’s Police Academy is a free program that gives
participants an in-depth, educational, hands-on and fun
look behind the scenes of law enforcement work in the
community. To enroll or for more information, call (816)
228-0178.

[35 YEARS OF SERVICE [

ST. MARY’S MEDICAL CENTER
www.stmaryskc.com

The sale of St. Mary’s to Prime Healthcare Services
in early 2015 started a surge of changes at St. Mary’s
Medical Center. “It’s an exciting time at St. Mary’s,” says
Deb Ohnoutka, CEO. “You can feel it when you visit the
hospital. There is a new energy, and frankly, some relief.”

“St. Mary’s has been an
important part of the Blue
Springs community for
nearly 35 years and we will
continue to serve and be
YOUR community hospital.”
In recent years, there had been some uncertainty about
ownership of the hospital and its future in Blue Springs.
When word came that St. Mary’s and St. Joseph Medical
Centers would be sold to Prime Healthcare Services,
those worries came to an end. Ohnoutka, who had been
Chief Nursing Officer for St. Mary’s and St. Joseph, took
the reins as head of the hospital after the acquisition.
“I knew I wanted to be a part of Prime Healthcare,” says
Ohnoutka. “They understand how important a hospital is
to a community.”
Prime Healthcare has a reputation for keeping hospitals
open, is committed to preserving access to healthcare

and is known for turning hospitals into thriving,
community assets. There is already investment in St.
Mary’s with important, less visible items such as the
roofs, chillers, windows and equipment. Soon, more
visible changes will be seen including renovations in the
Joint and Spine Institute, the Surgical Institute and the
Emergency Department. St. Mary’s is working on plans
to not only sustain, but to expand services to residents
of Eastern Jackson County. “I am actively recruiting new
physicians—starting with family practice and internal
medicine,” says Ohnoutka. “I want to recruit specialists
as well and eventually create a Specialty Center so that
our patients can get the care they need in their own
community.”
St. Mary’s has a tradition of caring that they reflect in their
upcoming marketing campaign and it’s centered around
three reasons people come to the medical center:
• To be made well
• To be kept safe
• To be treated with kindness
“We took those pillars that differentiate us into
consideration when developing our new tagline: ‘Your
health. Our calling.’ ” Says Ohnoutka.
As St. Mary’s Medical Center moves forward, Ohnoutka
knows its history is a rich part of its future. “St. Mary’s has
been an important part of the Blue Springs community
for nearly 35 years and we will continue to serve and be
YOUR community hospital.”

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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[CONSTRUCTION[
UPDATE

WOODS CHAPEL ROAD, PHASE II

(CASTLE DRIVE TO WALNUT STREET)

Construction on Woods Chapel Road Phase II is over halfway complete, despite above average rainfall received this
spring. The contractor has completed most of the roadway improvements along the west side of Woods Chapel Road.
Numerous underground utilities have been replaced while maintaining existing facilities for important services such as
water and sanitary sewer. Work within Lake Tapawingo has reached substantial completion with the installation of new
retaining walls and a new roadway while preserving a large signature oak tree at the lake entrance. Traffic has been
diverted onto the new center portion of the roadway, allowing construction of the east side of the roadway.
We appreciate your patience and cooperation during the reconstruction of this heavily traveled corridor.

JOIN US!

H.R.C. FAIR

HELPING RESIDENTS
CONNECT
Sunday, Oct. 4, 2-5 p.m.

HOWARD L. BROWN PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING
Construction of the Howard L. Brown Public Safety Building is
progressing well as we enter the third and final phase of the Public
Safety Sales Tax Initiative.
The interior has drywall and vinyl installed throughout with painting
largely completed. Crews have put in cabinets and other built-in
furniture with electrical installation underway. This project doubled the
size of the building creating a design to better serve residents and the
Police Department. Completion is slated for late fall 2015.

12
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Vesper Hall
400 N.W. Vesper Street

Join us for the inaugural H.R.C. Fair hosted
by the Human Relations Commission!
Come connect with your friends and
neighbors at this family-friendly event, and
learn about the rich cultural histories of
our community.
• Food
• Entertainment

• Information
• Much more!

[DEVELOPMENT[

AROUND TOWN
WELCOME!

CONGRATULATIONS!

CERTIFIED TRANSMISSION
527 HIGHWAY 7

The Parkway Senior Living Center recently opened their
Independent Living facilities and are 100% occupied! The
$13 million development will provide a living community to
accommodate a variety of senior needs.

BENTON HOUSE

1701 N.W. JEFFERSON STREET

WELCOME!

Located at 550 N.E. Napoleon Drive, The Parkway offers 24hour nursing staff and care especially tailored to the needs of
residents. Once complete, the Center will offer 32 Memory Care
Cottages and 40 Assisted Living units.

WELCOME!

THE PARKWAY

JUNK APPEAL

TARGET TIME DEFENSE
A $1.1 million dollar investment is being put into Blue Springs
through the redevelopment of Target Time Defense. The
12,700-square-foot building, formerly an All American Fitness, will
be renovated and turned into an indoor shooting range.
The opening date is set for winter 2015.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

1201 N.W. WOODS CHAPEL ROAD

MEYER MUSIC

1512 SW US HIGHWAY 40
INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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NATIVE GARDENING
NATURAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

You may have noticed more greenery around Blue Springs
during your daily commute. This is the result of the City
taking an active approach to reducing pollutants from
entering our water system.
As storm water washes across parking lots, rooftops,
sidewalks, or driveways it is often filled with common
pollutants like oil, chemicals, and even pet waste which
eventually make their way to our streams. Rain gardens
are shallow depressions created to capture rainwater
runoff and are planted with deep-rooted native plants.
They hold stormwater for an extended period of time,

Rain garden located outside of the Howard L. Brown
Public Safety Building

14
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grownative.org

[

usually less than 48 hours, allowing the plant roots, soil,
gravel and mulch to filter the water as it soaks into the
ground.
The new Public Safety Building and the Benton House
of Blue Springs Senior Living Facility are developments
integrating rain garden technology to address storm
water pollution. These gardens provide a habitat for local
birds and insects, beautify the neighborhoods, and with
proper maintenance they will continue to look attractive
and function for many years.

Rain garden located at the newly opened Benton
House of Blue Springs

RESIDENTIAL NATIVE PLANTS
Choosing native plants when developing landscapes allows them to
coexist with nature, rather than compete with it. Native plants are
sustainable as they require minimal watering beyond normal rainfall
and have developed their own defenses against many pests and
diseases. However, native plants cannot defend themselves against
pesticides which commonly kill both pests and beneficial insects.
Reducing or eliminating pesticide use lets natural pest control take over
and keeps garden toxins out of our creeks and watersheds.
Increasingly, gardeners and landscape enthusiasts are choosing native
plants for rain gardens and are turning to other native landscaping
to manage stormwater, reduce maintenance, and promote plant and
wildlife conservation.
In its simplest design, a rain garden is strategically located so that it can
intercept stormwater and allow it to soak into the soil. Most residential
rain gardens are located near the house since the greatest amount
of storm water on residential properties comes from the roof and the
driveway. Rain gardens can be located near downspouts, next to the
driveway or sidewalks, or out in the yard.
To learn how to install a rain garden at your home or more about
Missouri’s native plants, visit grownative.org.

TIPS & TRICKS
Native plants recommended
by the Missouri Department
of Conservation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

BLACK-EYED SUSAN
SOUTHERN BLUE FLAG
CULVER’S ROOT
SWAMP MILKWEED
GOLDEN ALEXANDERS
PALM SEDGE
PURPLE CONEFLOWER

STORMWATER IMPACTS US ALL
Rain water and snowmelt that isn’t absorbed into the ground moves into
basements and streets, sometimes causing flood damage. As stormwater
flows downhill across lawns and impermeable surfaces, it picks up debris,
soil, and chemical contaminants. This polluted water runs into storm drains
and empties into rivers and lakes, often without treatment.
The influx of stormwater into Missouri waterways not only makes our
water resources less clean, but also causes the destabilization of banks and
increases downstream flooding. The best way to protect our waterways is to
clean up debris from yard work, pick up pet waste and properly dispose of
hazardous waste.
INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

www.bluespringsgov.com/calendar

SEPTEMBER

46TH ANNUAL
FALL FUN FESTIVAL

Let’s Move! Saturdays

The Blue Springs Chamber of
Commerce proudly presents the
46th annual Blue Springs Fall Fun
Festival in downtown Blue Springs,
Sept. 18-20.

Let’s Move! Saturdays

This FREE admission street festival is
geared toward families and features
a carnival, live performances, over
280 traditional and unique vendors
and delicious food options. Join
us for one of the largest parades
in Eastern Jackson County with the
theme of “In the Spirit of Blue” on
Saturday, Sept. 19, at 10 a.m.
Visit www.bluespringsfallfestival.
com or call (816) 229-8558 for more
information.
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Fourth Year Birthday Party!
Sept. 26, 1-4 p.m.
Rink Ratz, 513 N.W. Keystone Drive

Sept. 5, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Club 7 Fitness
1241 S.W. Highway 7

OCTOBER

Princess Party

Sept. 12, 11 a.m. to Noon
Dynamic Dance
1901 S.W. Highway 40

Oct. 3, Noon to 4 p.m.
Valley View High School
standupbluesprings.org

Taste of Blue Springs

Sept. 12, 4-8 p.m.
Blue Springs High School Commons

Fall Fun Festival

Sept. 18-20
Downtown Blue Springs

Oct. 4, 2-5 p.m.
Vesper Hall
400 N.W. Vesper Street
Oct. 6, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

Sept. 26, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Blue Springs Municipal Annex
North & South Cosentino’s
Price Chopper

Blue Springs Amazing Challenge
Oct. 10, 9 a.m.
Wilbur Young Park

ALL (816) AREA CODES

Comm. and Youth Outreach........ 228-0178
Crime Prevention............................. 228-0161
Economic Development............... 228-0208
Engineering....................................... 228-0121
Finance Department...................... 655-0320
Fire Depart. (non-emergency).... 229-2522
GIS - Mapping Division ................. 228-0119
Human Resources........................... 228-0190
Human Resources Job Hotline... 228-0290
Liquor License (Individual)........... 228-0160
Liquor License (Business)............. 228-0131
Mayor and Council.......................... 228-0111
Municipal Court Clerk.................... 228-0274
Parks & Recreation.......................... 228-0137
Parks & Recreation Hotline........... 228-0116

FALL 2015 • WWW.BLUESPRINGSGOV.COM

H.R.C. Fair

National Night Out

DEA Rx Take Back Program

HELPFUL INFORMATION
Adams Pointe Conf. Center.......... 228-8100
Adams Pointe Golf Club................ 220-3673
Alarm Permits................................... 228-0217
Animal Control................................. 228-0149
Building Inspections....................... 228-0104
Building Permits............................... 228-0118
Business Services Division............ 228-0131
City Administrator’s Office........... 228-0111
City Clerk............................................ 228-0111
Planning Department.................... 228-0207
City Communications.................... 655-0497
Codes (Compliance)....................... 220-4565
Codes (Permits)................................ 228-0118
Community Development........... 228-0207
Comm. Develop. Hotline.............. 228-0223

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Police Administration..................... 228-0164
Police (non-emergency)................. 228-0151
Police Detectives............................. 228-0156
Police Records................................... 228-0160
Pothole Hotline................................ 228-0291
Public Works...................................... 228-0195
Sales Tax.............................................. 220-4542
Snow Removal Hotline.................. 228-0295
Street Department.......................... 228-0195
Swimming Pool................................ 228-0188
Tax Department............................... 228-0131
Vesper Hall......................................... 228-0181
Voter Registration........................... 228-0110
Water & Sewer Billing..................... 228-0135
Water/Sewer Maintenance.......... 228-0195

’How to Open and Grow A
Business’ Expo

’How to Open and Grow A
Business’ Expo

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Holiday Open House

Oct. 10, 10 a.m. to Noon
Mid-continent Public Library
South Branch
Oct. 10, 11 a.m. to Noon
TaJazz School of Dance
1100 N.W. Knox

Downtown Alive! Chili Lunch
Fundraiser
Oct. 19, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

Let’s Move! Saturdays
Oct. 24, 11 a.m. to Noon
Dynamic Dance
1901 S.W. Highway 40

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Oct. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Adams Pointe Golf Course
1601 R.D. Mize Road

Spooky Springs Halloween Bash
Oct. 24, 5-8 p.m.
Adams Pointe Golf Course
1601 R.D. Mize Road

Trick-or-Treat Main street
Oct. 31, 10 a.m. to Noon
Downtown Blue Springs

Let’s Move! Saturdays
Oct. 31, 3:30-6:30 p.m.
Gage Center
1101 N.W. Jefferson

NOVEMBER

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Nov. 7, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Club 7 Fitness
1241 S.W. Highway 7

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Nov. 14, 10-11 a.m.
Thunder Dome Athletics
2505 S.W. Highway 40, Suite C

Let’s Move! Saturdays
Nov. 14, 7-9 p.m.
Rink Ratz
513 S.W. Keystone Drive

Nov. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Mid-Continent Public Library
North Branch
Nov. 19, 5-8 p.m.
Downtown Blue Springs

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Nov. 21, Noon to 3 p.m.
Blue Springs Family YMCA
1300 S.E. Adams Dairy Parkway

Buy Blue Springs Week
Nov. 27 to Dec. 4
Various Retail Locations
buybluesprings.com

DECEMBER

Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting
Dec. 1, 5:30-7 p.m.
City Hall

Let’s Move! Saturdays
Dec. 5, 1-2 p.m.
TaJazz School of Dance
1100 N.W. Knox

Spirit of Caring Christmas Concert

TASTE OF BLUE SPRINGS

Join the Blue Springs Historical Society
as they host the first Annual Taste of
Blue Springs on Saturday, Sept. 12 from
4-8 p.m. at the Blue Springs High School
Commons.
Enjoy a wide variety of delicious
offerings from over 30 local restaurants.
Bring in a non-perishable item for the
Community Services League and receive
a special raffle ticket for each item.
Tickets are $10 in advance, $12 at the
door and children 6 & under are free.
Visit tasteofbluesprings.info for more
information.

Dec. 6, 2 p.m.
Blue Springs South High School

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Dec. 12, 10-11 a.m.
Thunder Dome Athletics
2505 S.W. Highway 40, Suite C

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Dec. 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Rink Ratz, 513 N.W. Keystone Drive

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Dec. 19, 10:30 a.m. to Noon
Gage Center
1101 N.W. Jefferson

Let’s Move! Saturdays

Dec. 19, Noon to 3 p.m.
Blue Springs Family YMCA
1300 S.E. Adams Dairy Parkway
TO SEE A COMPLETED LIST OF EVENTS,
VISIT WWW.BLUESPRINGSGOV.COM

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHTING

Join us on Tuesday, Dec. 1 from 5:30-7
p.m. when the Mayor throws the switch
that lights this very special Christmas
Tree just outside City Hall, 903 West
Main Street.
Enjoy entertainment by local schools
and community groups as well as free
refreshments. Santa and other special
guests join the festivities.

INFORMING RESIDENTS, EMBRACING COMMUNITY, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
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