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Section 1 | Executive Summary
Introduction
In 2014, City officials decided that a comprehensive field review/engineering study needed to be completed
to quantify the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in regards to the
Pedestrian Access Routes (PAR) within the City’s rights-of-way. The field review and study scope included:
1. Field review of all sidewalks, curb ramps, and other parts of the PAR, including stairs, signals, and
railroad crossings.
2. All data was to be collected and shared with the City using a Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
platform.
3. The study was to determine the current status of ADA compliance and recommend strategies for
construction programs to mitigate the issues found in the field.
4. The study was also to outline an ADA Grievance process for the City.
Exclusions
This study is not intended to address all ADA compliance requirements for the City. ADA requirements
affect numerous other aspects of the City’s day to day activities but only the ADA compliance of the PAR
within street right-of-way was included in this study. City trails and sidewalks located on City property, but
not within street right-of-way, were not included in this review and analysis.
Summary of Findings
Sidewalks are generally in good condition, but have spot heaving/trip hazards, or are tipped at a cross slope
that exceeds the ADA requirements. Based on the field data, only about 3% of the city’s 168 miles of
sidewalks are fully compliant with ADA. However, there are 83% of the sidewalks that require minor
modifications to bring them into compliance. 14% of the sidewalks must be completely replaced to meet
ADA requirements.
Curb ramps overall had a larger percentage that were fully ADA compliant, but had fewer that could be
repaired with minor improvements. About 7% of the city’s 3,190 ramps are fully compliant, and 56% more
require minor repairs to become compliant.
Crosswalks, defined as any crossing of a street between ramps, even if there is not a pavement marking
present, were the most accessible portion of the PAR. About 75% of the crosswalks were in full compliance.
Of the City’s 10 traffic signals, 4 stairs, and 4 railroad crossings within the PAR, none of these items were
fully compliant.
ADA Compliance Program
To be completed in final version based on the final improvement program selected after 60 day comment
period.
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Section 2 | Communication Process
The Transition Plan for the City of Blue Springs was instigated by their citizens and leaders interests in
mobility and accessibility for all transportation modes and users. It is important to the City to remove manmade barriers to safe transportation and allow the free movement of pedestrians, including those with
disabilities.
The City is committed to following First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move initiative. In addition to active
community events, the City also adopted a Livable Streets Policy to make their transportation system more
accommodating to all modes of transportation. In the Livable Streets resolution that they adopted, it has a
requirement to include the safe movement of “people of all ages and abilities” in the transportation system
of the City.
The City of Blue Springs has institutionalized many ADA requirements. The City code requires ADA
compliant curb/access ramps be installed with new construction or alterations within city right-of-way, and
that ADA compliant parking shall be designed and constructed as a part of off-street parking lots. The City’s
website also been designed to be ADA compliant and includes a way to contact the City if anyone has
questions or needs special assistance in reviewing the site.
Although the previous initiatives involved numerous public meetings and steering committees, this
Transition Plan will be shared with the public on the City’s webpage for 60 calendar days to gather
additional input. Once it is completed it will be placed on the City’s website for future reference.
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Section 3 | Data Collection
Field data collection began in May of 2014, and it was
completed three months later. One field reviewer collected
approximately 90% of the field measurements. The average
week included 350 curb ramp reviews, and 250 sidewalk
segment reviews.
The following items were reviewed in the field:
Sidewalks
Cross Slope - The field reviewer used a calibrated, digital
smart level to determine cross slope of sidewalks. During the
initial investigations, the reviewer took numerous readings to determine cross slope variances, but by the
end of the ratings, the reviewer was able to judge cross slopes very closely, and so the readings were less,
but at least two readings were made per block with periodic readings in-between.
Sidewalk Width – The nominal width of the sidewalk was measured and recorded.
Green-space Width – The space between the sidewalk and the back of curb was measured and
recorded.
Obstructions – Permanent obstructions that reduced
the width of the sidewalk to less than ADA
requirements were noted.
Curb Ramps
Ramps were classified in the field as either ADA compliant,
minor repairs, or replacement. This rating was based on a
review of the following items.
Running Slope – The field reviewer used a calibrated,
digital smart level to determine running slope of curb
ramps.
Ramp Width – The width of the ramp was measured.
Detectable Warning Strip – Presence of the strip, size, etc. were reviewed.
Crosswalks (Street Crossings)
Crosswalks were reviewed for ADA compliance. This rating was based on review of the following items.
Cross Slope – The field reviewer used a calibrated, digital smart level to determine cross slope of
crosswalks typically at one location per crosswalk near the curb line.
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Width – This was a visual judgment of the crosswalk width at least 6 feet in width. Some locations
were measured if it was not obvious.
Pavement Condition – This also a visual inspection of the surface condition and its compliance as an
ADA surface.
Traffic Signals
All of the existing City managed traffic signals were reviewed.
1. Adams Dairy Parkway and Duncan
2. Adams Dairy Parkway and Coronado
3. Adams Dairy Parkway and RD Mize
4. Adams Dairy Parkway and Route AA
5. Adams Dairy Parkway and Blue Springs South HS entrance
6. Coronado and Adams Dairy Landing
7. Coronado and Adams Dairy Place
8. Coronado and Adams Dairy Road
9. Woods Chapel Road and Briarwood Drive
10. Woods Chapel Road and Kingsridge Drive
The following aspects of each signal were reviewed:
Push Buttons – The function and the style of button
was reviewed. In addition the vertical distance above
the sidewalk surface as well as the horizontal reach
distance was reviewed.
Pedestrian Poles – The horizontal distance between the ramp and the pedestrian poles were
reviewed. The presence of pedestrian indicators, MUTCD signing, and countdown timers were
noted.
Audible Warning – The function and delay of the audible warnings were noted.
Railroad Crossings
The surface condition and width of the flangeway gaps were reviewed for compliance.
Stairs
The few stairs within City right-of-way were reviewed for
compliance with ADA.
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Summary
The data points out that there are many areas that need attention to fully comply with the ADA
requirements. The information collected in the field has been summarized in the following table.

Exhibit 2. Data Summary

Existing

Full
ADA Compliance

Minor
Modifications to
Comply with
ADA

168 Miles

3%

83%

Curb Ramps

3,190

7%

56%

Crosswalks (Street
Crossings)

1,276

75%

22%

Traffic Signals

10

0%

25%

Railroad Crossings

4

0%

100%

Stairs

6

0%

75%

Item

Sidewalks

The following figures show the distribution of the ratings across the City.
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Sidewalk Rating Map
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Curb Ramp Rating Map
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Traffic Signals, Stairs, and Railroad Rating Map
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Accessibility Focus Zones
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Section 4 | Corrective

Actions

The following corrective actions will be taken to remove the barriers to safe pedestrian mobility. These
corrective actions will address the compliance within these areas within economically feasibility.
Treatment

Requirements

Repairs

Obstructions
Sidewalk - Minor
Repairs

1.

Structural Sound Sidewalk
Panels
2. Maximum Vertical Offsets of
2”
3. Acceptable Cross Slope and
Width

Sidewalk – Major
Repairs

Curb Ramp –
Minor Repair

1.

Structural Sound Sidewalk
Panels
2. Maximum Vertical Offsets of
2”
3. Acceptable Cross Slope and
Width
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•
•

Utility Relocation
Realignment

•
•

Sawing (Shaving)
Mudjacking

•
•
•
•

10% Replacement
25% Replacement
50% Replacement
100% Replacement

•

Replace/Install Detectable
Warning
Sawing (Shaving)
Mudjacking

•
•
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Treatment

Requirements

Repairs

Curb Ramp Replacement
Steps – Minor
Repairs

1.
2.

Structural Sound
Maximum Vertical Offsets of
2”
3. Acceptable Cross Slope and
Width

Steps Replacement
Crosswalks – Minor
Repairs

1. Acceptable Cross Slope and
Width

Crosswalks – Major
Repairs
Signals- Push
Button

1.
2.

Acceptable
Noncompliant

Signals- Audible
Warning

1.
2.

Acceptable
Noncompliant

Signals –
Pedestrian Heads

1.
2.

Acceptable
Noncompliant

•

100% Replacement

•
•
•

Replace/Install Handrails
Sawing (Shaving)
Mudjacking

•

100% Replacement

•
•

Replace Striping
Sawing (Shaving)

•
•

Overlay
Street Reconstruction

These corrective actions will provide an ADA compliant Pedestrian Access Route (PAR) within the city’s
right-of-way. As new technologies, materials, and construction methods become available, the City may vary
the corrective actions.
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