NID Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Neighborhood Improvement District (NID) and why was it created?
In early 2006, the City established the South Area Neighborhood Improvement District when the real
property owners in the area petitioned the City to create a neighborhood improvement district to fund the
construction of a sanitary sewer collection system to transport sewage to the City’s Sni-A-Bar Wastewater
Treatment Facility. This area in Blue Springs had remained largely undeveloped up until this point due to
the lack of proper sewer facilities.
The NID provided a funding mechanism that allowed the City to borrow money to construct the sewer
improvements and pay for those improvements over time through a special assessment on the benefitting
properties. The special assessments will last for 20 years and will be included on the annual property tax
for each property within the NID.
The South Area NID includes approximately 1,530 acres of land in the southern end of Blue Springs as
illustrated in the map below.

How is my special assessment calculated?
• The Initial Assessment, mailed to property owners in October 2008, was prepared in accordance with
state statutes based upon each original parcel’s gross square feet in proportion to the total gross
square feet in the NID. The original parcels’ square footage proportion was then applied to the total
cost of the project, prior to financing, $17,240,000. The initial assessment was a one-time opportunity
for property owners to pay the special assessment in full prior to permanent financing.
• The 2009 Annual Assessment, which will appear on the 2009 property tax bill, was calculated by
assessing the properties that did not pre-pay the initial assessment, in proportion to the original parcel
percentage. The NID special assessment will be assessed to each property for approximately 20
years, beginning in tax year 2009 and ending either on or before 2028 when all bonds issued will
have been paid in full.
• The 2010 Annual Assessment and future assessments will remain substantially the same as the 2009
assessment. Generally only parcels that experience a split or merge or undeveloped property that is
platted will be recalculated.

Does the estimated Jackson County property tax (mailed in June 2009) include the NID special
assessment?
No. The estimated property tax bill is prepared by Jackson County and does not include the 2009 NID
special assessment amount.
When is my special assessment due?
The first NID special assessment will appear on the 2009 property tax statement and is due December
31, 2009 and each year thereafter. The special assessment must be paid with the property tax. No
separate or partial payments will be accepted.
Is the special assessment the same for each property?
No, the special assessments can vary depending on whether the land is developed or not. The special
assessments for developed land are higher than undeveloped land because the property has been
platted and common areas are excluded from assessment and are proportionately distributed to the
remaining properties. Common areas include streets, walking trails, club houses, entrances and
properties maintained by home owners associations.

