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Proudly promoting the appreciation and integration of public art in Blue Springs
The Blue Springs Public Art Commission was created by City ordinance in September
2000 to develop a public art program that would enhance the aesthetic appearance of
the community and make Blue Springs an even more desirable place to live, work and
locate a business.
The seven member volunteer advisory board that guides the public art program has
accepted the challenge of enhancing the cultural environment of Blue Springs. This
is done by obtaining various pieces of art for public display on a permanent basis, by
arranging for temporary art exhibits that showcase artists who are wiling to loan their
artwork for a short period, and by building collaborative partnerships with other public and private entities in order to further interest in the arts in our community.
Community partners are extremely important in maintaining the viability of the
public art program. The Public Art Commission works closely with the Blue Springs
Parks and Recreation Department in determining and selecting appropriate sites for
the display of public art and maintaining the artworks. Other art partners who have
helped finance or publicize the public art program include the Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce, Blue Springs Rotary Club, Blue Springs School District and Blue
Springs Art League. Grants from the Missouri Arts Council and Truman Heartland
Community Foundation have also been instrumental in supporting art initiatives.
Continued...

Enhancing the positive identity and character of our community through public art
The public art program is also enhanced by business entities who have placed artworks
in private development sites or who have made financial contributions to help fund
public art in general. Evidence of business support includes private art displayed by
Home Deport and Sports City, art murals throughout the City, sponsorship of art
banners for the downtown area, and large donations from Wal-Mart and Coronado
Place. Because families prefer to live, shop and work in culturally rich communities,
this investment in public art creates an important symbiotic relationship that underpins the economic vitality of the area.
More recently, Blue Springs residents and organizations have stepped up to acquire
several artworks shown in temporary exhibits so that residents can continue to enjoy
and appreciate favorite pieces. This citizen involvement is a welcomed endeavor as it
greatly enhances the opportunity to obtain quality artworks and to make them available to the general public.
Finally, the Public Art Commission is grateful for the support of Blue Springs citizens who have stated through their words, actions, and financial contributions, that
they welcome art in their parks, public buildings, and downtown sites. We encourage
continued citizen and business involvement as we seek to fulfill a vision of making
Blue Springs a more livable, interesting, and welcoming community where art is a
source of pride and enjoyment for residents and visitors alike.

Eleanor Frasier, Chair
Blue Springs Public Art Commission

A strategic planning workshop funded by the Missouri Arts Council resulted in the
establishment of our mission, vision and goals that guide the Public Art Commission’s work.

Our

Mission

The Mission of the Public Art Commission is to serve as a catalyst for aesthetic
excellence in our community and to enhance the artistic vitality of Blue Springs. It
exists to promote the appreciation and integration of high quality, publicly accessible
art that reflects the community’s identity and vision.

Our

Vision
The City of Blue Springs desires to be a community that values the arts and encourages the appreciation of arts through the display of art in our parks, public sites, and
downtown area. Through collaborative partnerships with community organizations,
citizen groups, and business entities, we strive to provide a diverse and stimulating
environment that will enrich the lives of residents and visitors, play an important role
in cultural enrichment, and promote civic pride.
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Goals

Promote the appreciation and integration of high quality accessible 		
public art in Blue Springs
Heighten public awareness of the importance of public art in enriching the
quality of life for citizens
Build partnerships with other public and private entities to further interest in
the arts
Increase opportunities for residents and visitors to experience and participate
in a range of high quality artistic endeavors
Enhance the positive identity and image of our City through a coordinated
public art program
Establish public and private policies that incorporate public art within a
well-designed and high quality environment reflecting imagination and		
a strong sense of place
Provide resources to support the public art program
Support the viability of professional arts

Accomplishments Of

Blue Springs Public
Art Commission
Beginning in 2000:
•

With a grant from Missouri Arts Council, Public Art Commission held Strategic
Planning Workshop to develop mission, vision, goals and plan of work for public
art programming

• Commissioned two significant public artworks
		
o
Blue Spring.Net funded by donations from Blue Springs Art League,
community citizens and businesses and grants. Received national recognition by Americans for the Arts for artistic excellence of artwork.
Dedication in August, 2003. Dedication Art Sponsor: Blue Springs
Art League
o

Blue Spring fully funded from federal grant to improve Highway 7
(no local money involved). Dedicated in August 2006. Dedication
Art Sponsors: Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce, Blue Springs Art
League, Blue Springs South High School

•

Initiated Public Art in Private Development Procedures and installation of artworks
The Child Playing Soccer at Sports City
		o
o

Catch Me If You Can at entrance of Home Depot

Accomplishments in Art:
•

Received grant from Missouri Arts Council to fund an Artist in Residence

		o

•

H2OH! WaterWorks of Art, a temporary art exhibit funded by three grants.
Grantors: Truman Heartland Community Foundation, Blue Springs Art League,
Blue Springs Community Foundation

		o

•

Artist placed with Valley View High School to work with art students
to create A Mosaic Duet for Blue Springs: Valley View Choo Choo
and The Goose Caboose, located in Rotary Park. Art Partners: Blue
Springs School District and Blue Springs Rotary Club

Two artworks from this exhibit were purchased by Blue Springs Parks
and Recreation and retained in their sites: Tapped in Burris Old Mill
Park and OhWell in Hidden Valley Park

Contribution of $75,000 from WalMart to Public Art Commission

		o

$25,000 used to purchase Sundance, a three figure artwork from
the 2006 temporary art exhibit, to be permanently placed in Rotary
Park

o

Remaining funds to be used for a major artwork on south side of
City

Accomplishments in Art:
•

Contribution of $21,500 from Coronado Place for future commissioned public
artwork

•

Red, White and Blue Springs for Art!, a temporary art exhibit placed four artworks in Downtown Blue Springs. Art Partners: Blue Springs Chamber of Commerce and Blue Springs Art League

		o

OH! Purchased by a citizen group and donated back to the City. Artwork placed in front of City Hall

o

Angelic Interlude purchased by Blue Springs Art League in memory
of charter member Dorothy Bay

o

Providence purchased by Blue Springs Public Art Commission

o

American Identity was displayed at City Hall, but was not
purchased.

o

Chamber of Commerce helped secure business sponsors who purchased art banners that were placed on downtown light standards, an
immensely important way of informing citizens about public art

Accomplishments in Art:
•

Reflections, a temporary art exhibit placed four artworks in Rotary Park
and Vesper Hall. Art Partner: Blue Springs Art League
Artworks include:

		o
o

Mother and Child by Eluisa Altman
Weave-Through by Judy Bales

o

Draped Cannonball by Gary Mitchell

o

Convergence by Sandra Van Tuyl

Chimney Swift Tower Project initiated with Department of Parks and 		
Recreation
2006 Towers were: Sleep Tight on Adams Dairy Parkway and We
		o
Dream of Soaring in Rotary Park
•

•

o

2007 Towers were: Updraft on Adams Dairy Parkway and Home
is Where the Heart Is in Baumgardner Park

o

2008 Tower is: The Sky is the Limit to be installed near the
railroad bridge on Adams Dairy Parkway

A Chimney Swift Tower, A Bird in the Hand is Worth two in the Bush, was
created by the Summer School Creative Arts Academy of the Blue Springs
School District near the Ligget Trail Educational Center.

Why Become an

Art Partner?

Art Partners are critical to the success of a public art program. Through their efforts
and assistance, they create a cohesive cadre of art supporters and expand the efforts of
the volunteer group that heads the program. These art partners serve as examples for
others to show that volunteer cooperation for the common good benefits the entire
community. As such, art partners are important leaders, benefactors and mentors
whose actions and deeds spark civic pride.

Partnership Benefits
Communicate to citizens, businesses, and organizations about the public art program and its effect on the City’s cultural and economic roles in developing a community of excellence
•

Explain to your neighbors, business associates, family and friends the substantive
role that art plays in creating a rich quality environment for living, working, and
shopping

•

Speak to local groups and organizations about public art exhibits, dedications,
and special events and distribute appropriate publicity brochures or media

•

Take your children or youth groups to tour public art so that they gain appreciation for the arts and be exposed to a variety of artistic interpretations and art
media

Partnership Benefits
Sponsor special events or activities of the public art program
• Provide financial assistance to underwrite such activities as art dedications, publicity brochures or media productions,
• Help pay expenses for an artist to travel to Blue Springs or host an event or reception for the artist to meet the public and make a presentation
• Provide meeting space for a public symposium which involves local or regional
art professionals
• Provide space where public art may be displayed for a short period of time and
make it open to the general public to visit and enjoy

Become a Patron of Public Art by purchasing a specific artwork
• Patrons could be an individual, family, citizen group, homeowner associations,
community organization, small business, or corporation
• Patrons purchase artwork from a temporary exhibit for their own use or donate it
to the City for placement in a public site
• Patrons make small or large donations to the Public Art Commission to help fund
commissioning of a specific artwork

Your participation as an Art Partner comes with a personal benefit. Under City Ordinance No. 3334, purchases
of art or any financial donations to the Public Art Commission are considered tax-deductible.

Frequently Asked
Questions About

Public Art

Why Do We Need Public Art in Blue Springs?
The selection, acquisition and installation of public art, and the community participation that accompanies acquisition of art, contributes to the unique identity of a city.
Public art visually contributes to the community landscape. It offers visual appeal,
civic pride, ownership of valuable assets, and a sense of celebration.
The number and quality of public artworks often represent the health and wealth of
the community. A public art program creates partnership opportunities for residents,
arts organizations, private supporters, community businesses, and governmental entities to work together to create a culturally rich community for citizens to live, work
and shop.
Thus, public art not only contributes to a quality environment, but it also affords opportunities for various constituencies to come together for a common cause.

How Does the Public Art Commission Work?
The Public Art Commission is a volunteer board appointed by the Mayor with the
consent of the City Council. Appointments are for three-year terms.
The Director of Blue Springs Parks and Recreation also serves on the Board as a nonvoting member and liaison to the City.
When it was established, the City Council enumerated these purposes for the Blue
Springs Public Art Commission:
•

To acquire, maintain, and display works of art at sites within the boundaries of
the City of Blue Springs

•

To determine which works of art are suitable for acquisition and display by utilizing recognized criteria and standards

•

To select appropriate sites within the City for display of art

•

To promote the acquisition of art through private fund raising or to receive contributions of specific art from individuals, organizations, or businesses

•

To make loan agreements with artists, art organizations, museums or galleries to
display art for short or long terms

What is the Process for Selecting Public Art?
The Art Commission follows Public Art Practices in selecting artists and acquiring
artworks. After making the decision to add artwork to a specific site or to arrange for
a temporary exhibit, the process of selecting the artist(s) generally involves the
following:
•

Requests for proposals are sent to artists regionally or nationally, usually by internet or through arts organizations that hold listings of public artists

•

The requests, usually known as Call to Artists, defines the proposed art project, the
format the artist must follow to submit his/her proposal, and requests background
information about the artist (resume, images of earlier works, other exhibitions)

•

A Selection Panel consisting of 3-5 persons (usually includes artists, art professionals, architects, and community representatives), reviews the applications and
recommends several artists to continue in the process

•

Selected artists submit specific proposals for the project for review and approval
by the Art Commission

•

A contract which details responsibilities of Artist and Commission is formed and
signed by both parties

Why Do We Have Temporary Art Exhibits?
The process and cost of commissioning permanent public art is often difficult for a
volunteer board. Without a permanent staff member to assist in writing for grants
and coordinating fund raising that is generally required for commissioning a major
artwork, local boards have increasingly turned to temporary art exhibits. The benefits
of temporary art exhibits include:
•

The Call to Artist process is generally the same for large scale or temporary exhibits except the artist response is to loan artwork to the community for a specific
period of time

•

As such, the cost of acquiring public art to display on a loan-basis is much less
expensive and the time and work involved is greatly reduced when compared to
securing a permanent artwork

•

For example, Blue Springs Art Commission has had three temporary exhibitions,
We paid artists from $1000 to $2250 for loan of their art. However, the artist
is responsible for all costs of installation of the art, removal of the art after the
exhibit, and any travel costs incurred by the artist

•

Temporary art provides an opportunity to bring several original artworks to the
community for a trial period. If an artwork seems desirable, partnerships to purchase and retain the art can be encouraged. This “try before you buy” seems to
better fit community interests

•

Temporary art displays allow placement of public artworks in various sites throughout the community so that a greater number of citizens are exposed to public art
in their near environment

•

For the artist, it permits an opportunity to exhibit art with the possibility of selling the art for its true value. It also enables an artist to receive greater national
recognition and exposure

How Much Taxpayer Money Is Used for Public Art?
Actually, very little public money is used to finance public art. The Art Commission
does not usually purchase art. Instead, it encourages citizen groups, businesses or
community organizations to invest in art for all citizens to enjoy. Typically, art from
temporary exhibits is of interest to these groups. When major donations are secured
for public art, the process for selecting commissioned art is followed and those funds
pay for all costs of artist selection, the artwork, and installation of art.
In 2007, the Art Commission received $15,000 from the City’s budget to fund the
temporary are exhibits and various operating expenses. Of this amount, $11,000 was
used to cover costs involved in the Call to Artists, loan fees for artworks, dedication of
artworks , signage for artworks, and publication costs for the exhibit. The remaining
amount of $4,000 covered general administrative costs.
Some communities use a Mandated Percent-for-Art to finance their public art programs. Such programs require a percentage of the construction budget for public buildings and sites to be used for public art. Another method is Voluntary Percent-for-Art
whereby corporations, businesses, developers, and/or architects, with the recognition
that art projects greatly enhance the general environment, increase employee morale,
improve owner image and contribute to a greater sense of community, voluntarily pay
proceeds for public art placed on-site or contribute to a community art fund.

How Can I Find More Information about
the Public Art Commission?
Visit the Public Art Commission on the City’s website at www.bluespringsgov.com/
publicart. Public Art brochures are also available at City Hall or Vesper Hall. These
brochures will provide information about a public artwork, the artist, and the location
of the artwork. For more information call the City of Blue Springs Administration
Office at (816) 228-0110.
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Governing Body
Public Art Commission Members
Eleanor Frasier
Chair
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2009

Jeremy Baker
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2009

Douglas Bennett
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2010

Christina Schulze Clariday
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2009

Amy Moyer
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2010

Jill Oswald
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2009

Carol Schafer
Commission Member
Term: 3 years
Term Expires: April 2009

Sissy Reed
City Council Liaison
Term: Standing Position

City Council Members
Jeff Quibell
District 1

Sissy Reed
District 2

Ron Fowler
District 3

Lyle Shaver
District 1

Joe Stubblefield
District 2

Sheila Solon
District 3

Steve Steiner
Mayor

Staff Liaisons
Roscoe Righter
Director of Parks & Recreation
Sheryl Morgan
Assistant City Clerk

Merideth Parrish
Public Information Officer

Explore
Blue Springs

Public Art
1

Tree in the Park

13 Chimney Swift Tower

25 Downtown Mural

2

Adams Dairy Parkway Art Wall

14 Chimney Swift Tower

26 Mother and Child

3

Art Wall prototype sculpture

15 Luke Gundy Memorial

27 Draped Cannonball

4

Blue Springs.Net

16 Chimney Swift Tower

28 Convergence

5

Valley View Choo Choo & Goose Caboose

17 Chimney Swift Tower

29 Weave Through

6

Blue Spring

18 Chimney Swift Tower

7

OH!

19 The Child Playing Soccer

8

Providence

20 Catch Me If You Can

9

Angelic Interlude

21 Chimney Swift Tower

10 Oh Well

22 Country Insurance Mural

11 Tapped

23 Bike Shop Mural

12 Sun Dance

24 Shrout’s Motorsports Mural
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